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" 90rm Concress, 2p Session. 
not desire to debate. The gentleman did distinctly 
state that he did not desire to debate. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Does the gentleman mean to 
say, that when I first rose, I said L did not wish to 
address the House? ; ; 

Mr. McLANE desired the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] for a 
moment. : : 

Mr. STANTON said he did not understand that 
he would loose the floor. . 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could yield 
the floor for the purpose of explanation only. 

Mr. McLANE. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Asnmun] whether he 
understands that I objected, in a serious and par- 
jiamentary sense, to his making any remarks? 

Mr. ASHMUN replied that he did not know 
who made the objection. He heard objections 
made by half a dozen voices in the neighborhood 
in which the gentleman was now standing; and 
finding it so reported in the Globe, he presumed 
the gentleman had made the objection. In the 
motion which he had made to amend the Journal, 
he had not stated that the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. McLane] had made the objection. He 
(Mr. A.) only inferred that that gentleman had 
made it, from the fect that he had heard audible 
and distinct objections made from that quarter of 
the House, and finding it stated in the Globe (as 
he had said) that the gentleman had made the ob- 
jection, he presumed that be had done so. 

Mr. McLANE understood, he said, that some 
explanations had already been made as to the 
grounds of the objection. He found, in the Globe, 
that he was reported as having objected. He had 
now interrupted the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, 
[Mr. Stanron,] for the purpose of saying that it 
had been represented that he had objected to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts making remarks 
or replying to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Wattace.] He (Mr. McL.) wished to 
state distinctly, what he almost felt persuaded the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts well understood, 
that it was distinctly to the re-reading of the resolu- 
tion that he objected. And more than that—he 
objected, and would have objected, to the reading | 
of the resolutionwat all. The point submitted by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was, that the 
resolutions themselves precluded debate; and it 
was to that point that he (Mr. McL.) made his 
objection—-that the resolutions should not be read, 
on the ground that they had already been disposed. 
of. And he did not ‘choose that the question, 
so far as his will was concerned, should be again 
opened. He never did object, and never would 


have objected, to any gentieman—the gentleman | 


from Massachusetts or the gentleman from IIli- 
nois—making remarks in reply to the gentleman 
from South Carolina. He distinctly stated that 
he made no such objectign. 

to see that the report in the 
sent him as making such an objection. 


ND PUBLISHED AT THE CITY OF WAS 


| rate statement of what had occurred. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1849. 


Mr. ASHMUN asked the gentleman to with- 


dfaw the motion to allow him to say a few words. 


Mr. EVANS expressed his willingness to do so, | 


if the gentleman would pledge himself to renew the 
demand. 


Mr. ASHMUN having assented— 
‘r . . . 
Phe demand for the previous question was with- 


drawn. 


Mr. ASHMUN proceeded: He wished to say, 


in the first place, that he rejoiced to find that no 
objection was made on the other side of the House 
to his proceeding. 
to hear gentlemen say so this morning. 
sure that gentlemen who sat on his side of the 


It gave him great satisfaction 
He was 


Tlouse did not so understand it. But now it 


seemed to be the unanimous opinion that no objec- 
tion was made. 
shower of objections—but he was glad that they 
were all forgotten. 
this amendment if the Journal had not partially 
stated the history of the case. 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Henvey,] that 
the Journal ought not ordinarily to show who 
| spoke and who did not. 


He would state that he heard a 
He never should have moved 


He agreed with 


The SPEAKER said that the precedents were 


all the other way; and that whenever a gentieman 


had leave to make a personal explanation, by unani- 


| mous consent, it was always so recorded. If a 


gentleman proposed to do a thing, and did nothing, 
no record was made. The fact that he asked 
leave to do so did not go upon the record. But 
when a gentleman obtained unanimous consent to 
do any thing, or did it under a suspension of the 
rules, the fact was always mentioned, 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, that by the permis- 


| sion of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 





Asumun] 

The SPEAKER inquired if the gentleman from 
Massachusetts gave way? 

Mr. EVANS insisted on the demand for the 
previous question. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he wished to ask the 
Speaker one question. 

The SPEAKER again asked the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] if he gave 
way? 

Mr. ASHMUN said, he could not yield the 
floor. He intended in good faith to fulfill the 
pledge he had given to the gentleman from Mary- 
land,{Mr. Evans.] He would not, ashe had stated, 
have made the motion to amend the Journal, 
but that he thought it gave a partial and inaccu- 
; If it had 
omitted entirely any reference to the fact that the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Watiace] 
addressed the House by permission, he (Mr. A.) 


| would probably have made no motion on the sub- 


ject. ut the truth of history required that it 


| should appear that it was by general consent of 
And he was happy || 


Globe did not repre- || ought also to appear, that when he (Mr. A.) pro- 
So far as || posed to say a few words on the same subject, an 


the House that the gentleman addressed it. It 


the matter was understood here, if any gentleman || objection was interposed. 


supposed that he made that objection, he wished | 


One word in reply to the gentleman from South 


now to set him right. The objection was directed || Carolina, [Mr. Burt,] who was always courteous 


to the re-reading of the resolution, and to nothing || 


else. 


Mr. STANTON resumed the floor. He de 


sired, he said, to call the attention of the House || 


|| tained his own opinions. 


towards other gentlemen however firmly he main- 


he would be willing to move even now that he 
(Mr. A.) should have leave to proceed. He knew 


The gentleman had said | 


to this simple fact, that when the Speaker decided || the courtesy of that gentleman, but he would as- | 
sure him that when he wanted leave to speak, he | 


that it was not in order to debate the question, the | 
gentleman from Massachusetts acquiesced in the | 
decision; and that he did not ask permission to de- | 


debate, but that the first line of the resolution 
should be read. And if any correction at all was 
to be made, he (Mr. S.) should insist that it should | 
be made in conformity with these facts, which he | 


did not understand the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts to deny. 


or his own part, in respect to the matter now un- 


should be devoted to other matters. 
fore demanded the previous question. 
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i 


der consideration, he thought that the House was 
unnecessarily consuming much valuable time that | 


He there- | 


would ask it for himself, and maintain his own 


HINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


; rights, without any appeal from him or any other | 
bate. He said expressly that he did not desire to |*gentleman. 


Mr. BURT said, he trusted the gentleman did | 


not understand him as making the remark in any | 


discourtesy. 
Mr. ASHMUN. By no means. 


' 


Mr. BURT said, he merely intended to express | 


|| his willingness that the subject should be debated 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said there was a | whenever the House was disposed to debate it. | 
tay deal of important business before the House. | 


| 
tt 
i 
i} 


And he would as gladly hear the gentleman from 
Massachusetts as any other gentleman. 


Mr. ASHMUN said that the courtesy of the gen- | 


tleman from South Carolina was too well known 
to admit of any imputation upon it He (Mr. A.) 
did not mean any such thing. He merely meant 


the pledve 


New Senrtes..... No. 34. 





to disclaim from friends and foes any assistance— 
any desire that they should ask leave for him. He 
would only say, that he intended to maintain his # 


richts 


Having said this much, he would now redeem 
he had given to the gentleman fram 


Maryland, and renew the demand for the previous 


amestion. 


Mr. STANTON asked the gentleman to with- 


draw the motion, to allow him (Mr. 8.) to suggest 
an amendment. 


Mr. ASHMUN did not Withdraw. 
‘The question was then taken onthe demand for 


the previous question, and there was a second; 
and the main question (being on the motion te 
amend the Journal) was ordered to be now taken. 


A brief conversation followed 
HENLEY and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND (addressing the Chair) 
inquired whether he had understood the Chair to 
say, that a distinct motion had yesterday been 
submitted to grant leave to the wentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Waxrace] to make his 


between Mr. 


speech. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair had distinetly 
understood the gentleman from South Carolina to 
ask leave to make a speech? 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether he un- 
derstood the Chair to say, that a distinct motion 
was submitted to erant leave?’ 

The SPEAKER said that he had always under- 
stood general consent to be precisely equivalent to 


a unanimous vote, 


Mr. MeCLERNAND said that was a matter of 


construction. 


The SPEAKER said, Exactly so. But the 
Chair had always ruled that when no objection 
was made, it was equivalent to a unanimous vote. 

Some conversation occurred between Mr. PAL- 
FREY and the SPEAKER on a point of con- 
struction. 

After which, the question was taken on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Asumcn, and the vote stood—ayes 71, 
noes 49. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, asked that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts might 
be again read. | 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the reading of 
the Journal as it now stood. 

The amendment and that portion of the Journal 
to which it related were again read, 

Mr. COBB submitted whether the House was 
willing to put this amendment on the Journal, 
when the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Asumen] admitted that the report of the “ Giobe,”’ 
which stated that the objection applied to the read- 
ing of the resolution, and not to the remarks, was 
correct? 

Mr. McLANE, (to Mr. Asumun.) Does the 
gentieman from Massachusetts understand that I 
objected to his making his remarks? 

Mr. ASHMUN. I do not believe that the gen- 
tleman did object. 

Mr. McCLERNAND suggested to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts 4o strike out the latter 
clause of the amendment. 

Mr. ASHMUN did not acquiesce in the sug- 
gestion. 

Mr. HENLEY suggested that there was so 
much noise that nothing could be heard in the part 
of the Hali in which he was. 

Mr. H. desired to inquire of the Speaker, wheth- 
er he decided that it was proper to place upon the 
Journal the fact that the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Watace} did or did not make a 
speech? : 

The SPEAKER aaid that the precedents in 


| favor of that decision were unanimous. 


Mr. HENLEY. 
other on. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BARROAV (his name having been called) 


Then I shail yote to put the 


| rose to ask to be excused from voting, not having 
| been in his seat (he was understood to say) when 


|| the transaction took place. 
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© Mr. McCLERNAND made a similar request, 

for a reason not heard by the reporter, if any was 
giated., 

The SPEAKER stated to both gentlemer that 

the motion came too late. It should have been 

i} of the roll had been com- 


made before ihe call 
menced. ve = 
The question, on the motionof Mr. ASHMt N, 

, ‘ . , ’ 

@ v"s then taken, and decided in the negative— 


yeas 8], nays & 8 follows: 

Y BAS—Meesr Abbot, Asbmun, Belcher, Bingham, 
Blackmar, Ulanchord, Brady, Buckner, Canby, Collames, 
Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Darling, Dickey, Dixon, Eekert, 
Edwards, Eevbree, Nathan Evar . Farrelly, Fisher, Gaines, 
Cidduegs, Gort. Gree ey, Gregory, Grinnell, Hate, Hammons, 
James G. Hampton, 3 s Hampton, Henley, Henry, Eins 
BR. Holmes, Hatbard, Hudeon, Hunt, Jenkins, Latin, Wil 
liam T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, 
Sinclay. Mefivaine, Horace Mana, Marsh, Marvin, Morris, 
Mutlin., Neleon, Palfrey, Penslee, Peck, Petut, Putian, 
Reynolds, Jidius Rockwell, Jolur A. Roekwell, oot, Rum 
eev, John, Sehenck, Siernl, Smart, Caleb B. Smith, 
Robert Buswh, Starkwe er, Chathes BE. Stuart, Stroim, 
Tavior, Joon B. Thompson, Wilham Thompson, Thurston, 
‘furncr, Van Dyke, Viniton, Warren, Wentworth, and Wil 
Ft »| 

NAY S—Moeeers. Barringer, Peale, Redinger, Roe k. 
Rati i. Movden, Brigg uv } Win. Gt n 
Ruri, Cabell, ( { rt how Cobh, Wal n 
t. W. Cobb, Cocke, Colln Crozicr, Cumuis | wl 
Alexander Evans, Faran, Fs t Piourn Freneh 
Fries, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, VW ud P. Hall, Har u 
Harnanoon, Hill ellithard, | ¢ LE. Holmes, G > 
Hou-ton, foha W. ilo Inge, Iverson, Robert W 
Jolu vn. George VW, J n VW. de Keu ui. ian 
Sere, L npn, I ViebD » Vick » MelLane vi 
Queen, Job Mann, Miller, Moree, Mary » Nieoll, Pe 
Peyton, Phelps, Piishury Pollock, Preston, Richardson, 


Richev, Robinson, Rockhill Roman, Sawyer, Shepperd, 


Simpson, Stanton, ot Thibodeaux, Robert A. Thomp 
aon. Tompkins, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Wiek, Wiley, 
Williams, and Woodward ) 


So the Louse decided that the Journal should 
not be so amended. 

After a few preliminary remarks, Mr. J. R_IN- 
GERSOLL, from the Committee on the Judiet ry, 
to whom was referred the memortal ot Anson 
Little, complaining of the official conduct of Alfred 
Concklin, district judge for the northern district 
of New York, made a report thereon, In writing 
which concluded by asking that the committee be 


red from the further consideration of the 





dischar 
same. 

The said committee were accordingly discharged, 
and the subject was laid upon the table. 

Mr. GOGGIN called for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER announced that reports from 
committees were in order, commencing with the 
Cemmittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BARRINGER, frem the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reporte d to the Hodse certain corre 
spondence with the Secretary of War relative to 
estimates of appropriation necessary for carrying 
into effect the treaty of August, 1846, with the 
Cherokee nation of Indians; which was laid epon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CUMMINS, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Mary Ward, widow of Charles Ward, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for 
her retief; which bill was read twice and commit- 
ted, and the bill and report ordered to be printed, 

Mr. STRONG, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the petitions of the heirs of 
Noah Wiseman, Catharine O’Neal, Matilda W. 
Beard, and Valentine Miller; which were laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. STRONG 

Ordere?, ‘Chat the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petit 
tions of Benjamin Goodson, Richard Patterson, and Polly 
Thomas, wilow of Caleb Thomas, and that they be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. STRONG, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of Eady Tuck, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for 
her relief; which bill was read twice, and commit- 
ted, and the bill and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SIDNEY LAWRENCE, from the same 
commitiee, to'whom was referred the petition of 
Jacob Waresch, made an adverse report thereon; 
which was laid upon the table, aud ordered to be 
printed, 

On motion of Mr. SIDNEY LAWRENCE, 

Ordered, 'Tivat the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petitions 
of Edward Evans, and James Davis, adeftinistrator of Levi 
Davis, and that they be laid upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. FULTON, 


Orde: ed, That the Committee on Eavalid Pensions be dis- | 


charged fiom the further consideration ef the petitions of 
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Jacob Soagathy, Peter Frost, Washington Dev ham, Elizabeth 

luughery, Jesse W. Hollister, Atijah Ring, John Morrti- 
son, James L, Loyd, Levin Leach, Charles Lynam, James 
Wright, Jr., Jotun Worle, Amos Knapp, and Daniel Guer- 
rant, and that they be Jaid gpon the table. 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of || 8%4 Sarah Jane West, made adverse reports 
Joseph Breck, made an adverse report. thereon; | 


which was laid upon the table, and ordered tobe 
printed. 
On motion of Mr. COCKE, 


Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 


of Martha Martin, widow of James Martin, and that it be | 


laid npon the table. 


Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Pensions, to whom was referred the joint | 


resolution to construe the several acts of Congress 


heretofore passed for the relief of revolutionary 


micnt. 
On motion of Mr. COCKE, the said resolution 
was laid upon the table 


Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions, reported a joint resolution, ** authorizing | 


J 
asettlement of the accounts of Thomas M. Howe, 


late pension agent at Pittsburg, upon equitable 


principles;”? which resolution was read twice, and 
} 


ordered to be engrossed and read a’third time to- | 


day 


’ ’ 
Fhe said reso! 


ofhation being envrossed, was ac- 
third time and passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 


Mr. FULTON, from the same committee, to 


' ' 
cording. y read U 


whom was referred the Inil from the Senate entitled |} 


**An aet for ednunuing the pension granted to Pat- 


rick Wealker,’’ reported the same back without | 


amendment. 
Ordered, That the said bill be read a third time to-day. 


The bill was accordingly read the third time and | 


passed, and returned to the Senate. 


Mr. FULTON, from the same committee, to 


whom was referred the petition of Sutherland May- 


field, made a report’thereon, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read twice and conmnitted, 


and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FULTON, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of Jonathan Naif, 
made a report thereon, secompanied by a bill for 
his relief; which was read twice and committed, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FUL'TON, from the same committee, to || 
whom was referred the bill from the Senate entitled | 
‘An act for the relief of Nehemiah Brush,” re- | 
ported the same back to the House without an | 


amendment. 

Thereupon; the said bill was read the third time 
and passed, and returned to the Senate. 

Mr. FULTON, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of John Kerbaugh, 
made a repert thereon, accompanied by a bill for 
his relief; which was read twice, committed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of Jacob Zimmer- 
man, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read twice. ~ 

‘The question being upon the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill— 


Mr. CONGER moved that it be committed to a | 


committee of the Whole House. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, moved the pre- | 


vious question, which @vas seconded; under the 


| operation thereof, it was decided in the negative. 


The question, ‘Shall the bill be engrossed and 


read a third time?”’ being put, it was decided in 


the affirmative. 


Mr. FULTON, from the same committee, to |) 


whom was referred the petition of Major Charles 
Larabee, made a report, accompanied by a bill for 


| his relief; which was read twice. . 


The question being upon the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill— 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved that it be re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HALL moved the previous question, which 
was seconded; and, under the operation thereof, it 
was decided in the negative. 

The question recurred, Shall the bill be en- 
grossed and read a third time? and, being put, it 
was decided in the affirmative. 


On motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be dis- 
charged from the .further consideration of the petinona of 
Fanpale Rituman, and that the said petition be laid upon the 
table, 


soldiers, reported the same back, without amend- 


| 
| 


Feb, 13, 


| Mr. WILLIAM T. LAWRENCE ee 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, to w he : ten 
ferred the petitions of A. Ausman, Jame Ce ; 
Israel Griffin, Henry Sliver, Richard pti iran 
John Hartley, Samuel Spalding, Rhoda om ds, 


S re. 


Were. 


on; which were laid upon the table, and ordered 
Uilo 


be printed. 
| Mr. LAWRENCE, from the same 
to whom was referred the petitions of . 
art, Richard D. Jones, John Gordon 
| Smith, and William Ellis, reported 


COMMitter 
_oohs Ste a 
» Hen jamin T 
2 bills for ; 
relief, accompanied by reports in writing jn p.; 
case; which bills were severally read twink 7 
committed, and the bills and reports ordered ‘“ ng 
printed. sith 

Mr. WILEY, from the same committee 
\| was referred the petition of James Nor; 


their 


» to Whom 


s | 
report thereon, accompanied by a bill f , a 
| lief; which bill was read twice and conmmity 
the bill and report ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WILEY, from the same committee 
ed bills of the following titles, viz: 
A bill for the relief of Daniel Wilson; 
A bill for the relief of Palmer Branch, accom. 
|| panied by reports in wrifing in each ease; whirk 
bitls were severally read twice, committed 
the hills and. reports ordered to be printed, 
Mr. WILEY, from the same committee, t» 
> whom was referred the petition of Samuel Pa e 
made an adverse report thereon; which was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to printed. 


On motion of Mr. WILEY, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions je 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Henry R. Wendell, aud that it be laid upon the tadie, 
i POSTAGE. 
Mr. PUTNAM moved that the House resolve 
|| itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
|| the Union, for the purpose of taking up the bill to 
|| reduce the rates of postage. This (he proceeded 
to say) was an extremely important bill, (@ries of 
* order,”’) and there was no bill which interested 
the whole country more deeply, (renewed cries of 
| **order.’’) 
| The SPEAKER stated that the motion was not 
| debatable. 
(| Mr. PUTNAM asked the yeas and nays onthe 
' motion. 
The SPEAKER stated that if the House went 
| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, it would be for the committee to decide 
what bill they would take yp. A motionto go into 
committee for a particular purpose was not in or 
| der. 
After a word of conversation upon a point of 
| order between Mr. FULTON and the SPEAK- 
ER— 
|| The yeas and nays having been refused, the 
|| question was taken, and the House refused to go 
‘| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 
|! Mr. VENABLE, from the Committee on Inva- 
\| lid Pensions, made adverse reports upon the peti- 
| tions of Abijah T. Bolton, Paul De Garno, and 
Robert Rose; which wef laid upon the table and 
ordered t6 be printed. 
Mr. VENABLE, from the same committee, re- 
ported bills of the following titles, viz: 
A bill for the relief of Cornelius Hughes; and 
A bill for the relief of Samuel Butler—accom- 
panied by reports in writing in each ease; which 
bills were severally read twice and committed, and 
Bhe bills and reports ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. FARRELLY, from the Committee on Pat- 
/ ents, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
|| House of December 21, 1848, directing said com- 
| mittee to inquire into the causes of delay in exam- 


' 
is fe. 


Gand 
yANG 


s Teport. 


’ and 


| 


4} ining applications for patents, made a report 


thereon, which was laid upon the table and ordered 
to be printed. 


to whom was referred the petition of Peter W. 
| Morgan, administrator of John Arnold and George 
|G. Bishop, made a report thereon, accompanied 
| by a bill for their relief; which bil was read twice 
and committed, and the bill and report ordered to 
be printed. 
Mr. FARRELLY, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the petition of William 


/ Mr. FARRELLY, from the same committee, 
ft 


'| Green, Jun., made a report thereon, accompanied 
| bya bill authorizing a 


tent to be issued to Wil- 


liam Green, Jun.; which bill was read twice, and 








-o cf of 





13, 1249. 
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a ° ne further consideration of said bill postponed for || minds work Ups and others, who cannot werk it $e he believed it would meet the approval of this 
- Stil up in quite such astyle, ought to have a chance to louse 
»» preset nt. i. ‘ . ’ oe st ‘ , c. , 
rae, ma FARRELLY, from the same committee, try their hand upon it. Why not let those have it Mr. ASH™MUN said, it might be so; but he 
Mids, ae an adverse report upon the petition of the who can use it?) Why huddle aw ay this treasure | wished to examine it. -He adhered to his motion, 
ten einen of the town of Hardwick, in the State of | intoa garret for the moth and rust?) Why bury it Mr. COBB expressed the hope that the House 
+P Kew York, for the renewal of a patent granted to | in the ground? Why decree that it shall be useless |} would not pass to other business until it had 
{to Thomas Pierce, March 3d, 1825; which was laid to the world? The committec proposed to with- adopted this rule. 
- “oo the table and ordered to be printed, draw two hundred and forty copies, which would The SPEAKER. The rule will be the first ques- 
? Me. HOUSTON, of Delaware, from the Com- — leave @ sufficient number for the future occasions || tion in order to-morrow. 
T intee on Public Buildings and Grounds, made a of the Government in the way of presents to for- Mr. COBB. In the morning hour? 
he . report relative to the improvements necessary in eign countries, and the small excess over the pres- The SPEAKER. Yes; or rather the day after 
, rr ihe mode of heating and ventilating the public | ent number of Representatives and Delegates in || to-morrow. ‘To-morrow is specially assigned for 
OCH P . - ° ¢ y . 
coe wwildings, for the health and comfort of the per- | Congress vas intended to obviate the necessity of || counting the votes for President and Vice Presi- 
oe «ons employed therein; which was laid upon the | further legislation for some time to come, as new | dt. 
ts aile and ordered to be printed. - || Territories should be constituted, The principle The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
hor WILKES’S NARRATIVE. of distribution proposed was that, as evidence || from Massachusetts, that the House proceed to the 
, ’ eee " 5 7 should from time to time bx pres¢ nted to the com- consideration of business on the Spe alcer’s table. 
lea Wr, PRESTON, from the Joint Committee ON || mittee of the existence of libraries in the present || The question was.taken. and decided in thé 
‘Te. ne “te , “ res iy ‘ nm . : . : - - 
8 ihe Library, reported the following joint resolu- | States and Territories, in which the work would || affirmative—ayes 72, noes 5d. 
. sion! be carefully preserved, and would be of use, such |] So the House pro ded to the considerati 
i calved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the | = 9474.4: ; P ‘ i ou oe ol use, such ; ¥ ee i the ynsideration of 
Ort aan of america in Oongress assembled, That the Itstitutions should receive a copy—the number || business on the Speaker's table. 
q ed Slates - v 4 > - ’ ‘ . . . rm . . - 1 . . 
c wian of Congress be, and he is hereby, directed to pro- | of copies to each State not to exceed the present The SPEAKER lInaid before the House sundry 
~ve and deliver to the Seeretary of State two copies of |) number of its Representatives in this Hall. It || communieations, viz: 
‘ volumes six and seven of the Narrative of the F.xploring Ex- was not provided that the copies furnished to a || 1. A letter from the Secretary of War, trana- 
om. vvdition under Captain Wilkes; and the Secretary of state Sinte should eo | silat in diatiicka | ssksadk hh Wnakekbiad icnindae ° the As , ie “ia d 
nich  vereby directed to deliver them to the Government of || °° € should £o Into ea ht its aistricts, eae it |; mi rr copies 0 ed rny keg er for the year 
and mo cia. in diew Of those heretofore delivéred, which were |, Was presumed that more than one of the libraries || 1849, for the use of the members of the House; 
- ist at sea on their passage to Russia; and that the costof | having the best claims in the respective States || which letter was laid upon the table, and ordered 
‘ the same be paid out of the funds heretofore appropriated to | Would often be found in a single district; and the || to be printed. 
» 10 roe publication Of the works of the Exploring Expedition. 4s ‘ere : . : m1) : , bet i 4 . -.. on 
ive ne T. object of giving to the work the most useful distri- II. A letter from the Seeretary of the Treasury, 
laid Which was read twice and ordered to be en- | bution for the benefit of each and every State was || transmitting the annual report of the officers in 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, accordingly thought to require the arrangement || charge of the revenue marine service of the vessela i 
was accordingly read the third time and passed, proposed by the committee. || employed in that service during the past year and Fe 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. The question being upon the engrossment and || those under construction; which was laid on the ‘ 
ap AMERICAN ARCHIVES. !; third reading of the joint resolution— | table, and ordered to be printed. We 
mo “i LE? . ‘ ‘ Mr. HARALSON moved that the said resolu- {lf. A letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
Mr. PALFREY, from the Joint C ommittee on tion be laid upen the table; which motion was not ury, transmitting, in obedience to the act concern- i 
the Library, reported the following resolution: > ; iene” ' a ) y [2 
th Se sa ee nee = agreed to. | ing public contracts, passed April 21, 1808, and 
" Resolved ‘ny the Senate aml House of Representatives o e es, eS aan heal ae » meee ‘ ac e arch 9. IRN atambenit®nt « . 
ve Uyiled States of Americu in Congress assembled, That two The questien recurring on the are sment and || the a ‘ of Mare h 2, 1809, a stateme nt'ot contracts 
e of ydred and forty copies of the “American Archives” be third reading of the said joint resolution— nade by the I reasury De partment during the years 
lto siaced at the disposal of the Joint Committee on the Library Mr. McLANE moved to amend the same by 1847 and 1848; which letter and statement were 
ded of Congress, to be ee from om to sae yeep addipg at the end thereof the following: | laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
4 coreetion to Jiterary institutions in the several States anc rar Sian Raita: as MMR acces! EAs a eS fro 1e P aster Geners . = 
3 of Territories in the proportion of one copy for every Represent- And each Represé ntative in Congress shail present the || IN . A letter tre mi the Postmaste ' Gene ral, trang 
ted ativeand Delegute in Congress from said States and Territo- “a es perms oo foto to which acopy of |} mitting, ine mplance With the act of July, 1836—- 
3 of ries | said Work shai Be distr bulec Ist. A copy of the abstracts of the offers for 
347 ae . . fersati ( A ‘tween Mr. |! carrvine the mails he year pcedi 
Mr. PALFREY moved that the joint resolution p oe ere ee oe AT roe a eee | carrying t he mails w ithin the year preceding the 
not be put upon Its passage, and said that the subject ° Del: ea Mr M L. ANE, Mr CUMMINS amt F< StYs 1843. 
had been brought before the committee by ame- || Of Velaware, Nir. Mel iy, Mir. CU ENS, |) 2d. A report of all contracts made for the trans- 
the r rial, asking a donation of a copy of this work, Mr. J. R. ING ERSOLL, Mr. COLLAM ER, and | portation ot the mail W ithtin the year aforesaid, 
from the Massachusetts Historical Society—a so- others, and then— ‘ $d. A statement of all such lands and water 
: © } 1 i i ncoree Y »¢ o ’ s \ ’ . ‘ 
ent cety not rich in its treasury, though very rich in || ee question being upon agreeing to the amend- || mere as have been established or ordered within 
the the intellectual endowments of its members. It || MENt— |} Said year. 
7 7 INC wr of Cannecrti , > “ac = . 7 a SiS ont Oi : . 
‘ide was founded in the last century, and he knew of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Conne: — moved the || 4th. A report of all additional stlowances made 
nto no similar association which had contributed more || Previous question, which was oe onded, and the || to mail contractors within said year. 
Ore to the literary wealth of the country in an import- || main question ordered, viz: ‘*Will the Hlouseagree || 5th. A report of curtailments of mail service and 
ant department. %t had stored in its library, an || ' said amend me nti?’ and being put, it was decided || Pay ordered within said year ‘ 
of invaluable mass of records of the past, in print in the aflirmative. a ’ oa : | Gth. A re port ot hines imposed and deductions 
K- and in manuscript, which otherwise would long || Mr. KAUFMAN moved that ae rune ution : made from the pay of contractors within the same 
azo have been lost to the knowledge of later.times; || !aid upon the table; which motion was not agree ] time. pap : ° 
the and the thirty volumes of Transactions, in which it || to. i| Jrdered, rat the said communications and accompany- 
$e . "K: i} ; ; tag 1} ing documents be referred to the Committee on Printing. 
20 had given many of its treasures to the public. were (| The said resolution was then ordered to be én- ] : oor 
dels i Y ki judici oa salted | rossed, and read a third time || Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved that the Honse 
the models in their kind for judicious selection and | 8 ’ : ; ! ad * 
; : ‘ ie tei ie ’ “ 
leaned illustration. Most of the States had now |! MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. l| ne SPEAKER said there were a number of 
va- similar institutions, which had rendered similar || A message was received from the Senate, stating | bills from ‘the Satake on their firet and secued 
eis goad service; he had some acquaintance with sev- || that they had passed sundry bills and joint resolu- Hl sending wake ; ee 
ind eral—as the Historical Socigties of Maine, of New || tions, and requesting the concurrence of the House | "Mr. COBB insiated on his motion 
nd Hampshire, of Rhode 1i@ » of Connecticut, of || therein. | And the question thereon haying been taken and 
New yes of pe of hey of Ken- || REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON RULES, ETC. || decided in the negative, the House refused to ads 
re- tuck y i ole ° } ‘ . ° . ° : 5 7 
cy, Of Georgas, OF Rouipinne nd there were | | Mr. COBB, of Georgia, from the Select Com- | journ. 
numerous other learned bodies, besides the his- | _ . ‘j s { ; 
or od : \| mittee on Rules, reported the following as an | SENATE BILLS. 
torical societies and the colleges, (which latter were || d eto tl lea and. ordcra of the House, | ; . 
m- already provided for by law,) possessing libraries, Cee ey eT : | The House then ee to the cone ae 
ic in which thi “ti ‘ot arics ae 1} VIZ: || of the amendment of the Senate to the bill of the 
= ae hich this valuable collection of historical a | It shall not be in order to consider or act upon any order, ; titled **A t a amend the act entitled 
nd terials ought to be deposited, so as to be accessible || resolution, or motion, whereby it is proposed to ereate a || Fuse entice An ac nend the act entitle 
to students, and by their means be made beneficial \| charge upon the contingent fund of the House, or dispose || ‘ An act supplementary to the act for tire admis- 
‘ ° a > | . ve . aoe : ages of : -¢* . a $ a J . ‘ ’ 
at and honorable to the country. The publication || 0 any portion of the same, except in cases of printing, until’) sion of the States of lowa and Florida into the 
h had bee I \} the same has been considered and reported on by the Com- Union:’ ” when 
he ‘ad been madeeat a heavy expense—no greater, || miutee on Accounts; and ali such propositions shall, on their O Fi : M WHITE. it wa: 
m- however, than its character fally justified—but to |} introduction, be referred, by virtue of this rule, to said com. | n motion of Mr. ay 10 was 
m- ane unless means were taken to place it in || rect ar shalla a Se this rule be entertained | opus tetliainie te ae ieaeaee amendinent be referred 
ort the hands of readers? On inquiry at the Depart- || ©*CePt 5Y unanimous consent. we . ; 
ed ment of State, he had Lecead thee there ae be- || Pending the consideration thereof— The House proceeded to the consideration of 
tween three hundred and fifty and four hundred BUSINESS ON SPEAKER'S TABLE. - the amendment of the Senate to the bill of the 
ee, copies in that departmemt, subject to the disposal_| Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Speaker, if it | House entitled “ An act granting five years’ half- 
yy, of Congress, lying there without the slightest ben- || would be in order to move that the House pro- || pay to certain ree and orphans of 
; ne ‘ 4 ; : ; y 4 sicians - 
se (to any human being, till Congress should take i ceed to the consideration of business on the Speak- Sled: badly tenubals ee saastgaego® anaa Ona 
e some action in relati : ’s table. ates, — 
' : relation to them ae . : : said amendment was read and agreed to. 
ice In these authentic original documents for his- The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. sal Sethe t aa ee Genuan hiniebilal 
to tory, Mr. P. sai i i . ASHMUN made the motion, with a view Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint He enale hee, 
theese said, you havea mass of solid bullion, | Mr. A Pita ‘er roe ee rt fation ef the Senate eotiled “A chet 
the sterling ore, as yet only smelted. There are || he said, to get at the bill in relation to the slave Joint resolution of th the T ; 
ee, skillful coiners waiting, if you will only allow them, | trade in the District of Columbia. lution to autborize thie Secretary of the Treasury 
m ‘© convert it into the circulating medium of the i Mr. COBB said, he trusted the House would || to make an equitable settlement with the sureties 
ed world of letters, rolled out by the power of their || not entertain the motion, until the proposition he || of Rpbert T. Lytle, late surveyor general all: 
il- fen moulded and stamped with the impress || had submitted should have been acted upon. It |} district of Ohio,” was read twice, and referred to 
nd of their genius. Irving, Sparks, Prescott, Ban- 


|| would not require many moments, It had ond the Committee on Publie Lands, 
‘roft,—this is the Kind of raw material that such the universal approval of the Committee on Rules, The bill from the Senate entitled * An act to 
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a es 


grant the right of w ay across the public Ne nds, and 
to dispose of said land in aid of the several States _ 
in the construction of railroads and canals,’’ was 
read twice. y 

Mr. COLLAMER desired the attention of the 
House to a few words in explanation of the pro- 
visions of the bill. It was a bill from the Senate, 
and did not require to be sent to the Committee on 
Public Lands, because it was precisely a copy of 
the bill reported undnimously from that commit- 
tee some four to six wecks since, an@put upon the 
calendar of the Committee of the Whole on the 
sinte of the Union, where it still was, and, as he 
supposed, for all practical purposes, was consigned 
to the tom) of the Capulets. He called the atten- 
tion of the House toa few considerations by which 
he proposed to urge the passage of the bill. Wheth- 
er gentiemen thought proper to give him their at- 
tention or not, at all events he should endeavor to 
discharce his duty to the country; and if gentle- 
men chose to turna deaf ear to him, it was not his 
Lie could tell them that the bill contained 
very litv}e which might commend it to the attention 
of politicians of any sort; it created no office; it 
proposed no appropriation of money; it made no 
grant of land; and yet it was a bill, as he consid- 
ered, of very great importance to the country. 

There was before the House and in the hands 
of the Committee on Public Lands, a large num- 
ber of bills, founded upon petitions to Congress for 
rights of way and grants of the public lands to as- 
nist the new States in the construction of their rail- 
roads, proposing to grant the alternate sections of 
the unsold public lands along the several lines of | 
these roads, and raising the price of the remaining | 
sections. These bills proceeded upon the ground, | 
that, when a railroad is constructed through the 

mublic lands, it adds oneshalf to their value; and 
Drees the reason of the claim for the alternate sec- | 
tions, and for doubling the price of the remaining | 
sections along the line of snch road. The number 
of these hills before the Committee at this time, he 
could not tell precisely; but at the time he made 
the exhibit which he now presented, the number 
was fifteen, to wit: three fur Michigan, three for 
lowa, three for Hlinois and Indiana, two for Ili- 
nots alone, two for Missourn, one for Mississippi, 
and one for Alabama. ‘lwo petitions, he believed, 
had been presented since the time he made this 
estimate. The amount of public lands thus pro- 
posed to be granted by alternate sections, was nine 
millions seven huntired and sixty-six thousand six 
hundred and forty-one acres. The committee had 
not the necessary me to go into an examination 
separately and carefully of the relative merits of 
all their claims; but probably they all had merits, 
more or less. The number of these applications 
had so greatly increased, that the committee de- 
spaired of coming to just conclusions in all cases 
uponany other princaple than that proposed in the 
bill before the House; and, besides, they had seen 
cases where grants of this kind had been made, 
and the price of the alternate sections raised by 
Congress, and where, upon the application of the 
grantees, the price of the alternate sections had 
afterwards been reduced again to the price of other 
public lands; and thus the quid pro que contem- 
plated in the grant had utterly failed. 

Another consideration which decided the com- 
Toittee in favor of the bill was, that applications 
for similar grants of the public lands might come 
up from the old States, in which no public lands 
were situated. He referred particularly to an ap- 
plication of this sort from the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, and another from the State of Connecticut; 
and to the difficulties invelved in making such 
grants on account of taxation, as well as to the 
difficulties involved in the principle of making these 
grants to the new States exclusively. ‘The com- 
mittee, therefore, concluded, upon the principle that 
the construction of a railroad over the public lands 
increased their value, to report a general bill upon 
the subject. They proposed, as in the first section 
of the Senate bill, that any new State which might 
authorize and lay outa railroad over any portion 
of the public lands, and report the same to the 
proper department of the General Government, 
that thereupon such State should be entitled to the 
right of way through such public lands. (There 
were several bills before Congress, proposing to 
grant nothing but the right of way. The gentle- 
man from Alabama had one of this charecter, 
which had remained a long time upon the calendar 
without the action of thé House.) The grant of |) 


concern. 


_ the right of way was all there was of the first sec- 


, which he had spoken? 


| State, reserve from public sale all, or so much of the public 


} direction of the Legislature of said State, shall request, and 


tion of the bill. 

The second section embraced the grand idea of 
the bill, taking hold of the general principle he 
had stated, and enacting, that when the survey of 
such railroad route shall have been reported by | 
the proper authorities of such new State, they 
shall have the right of way; and, if they s@ re- 
quest, there shall be reserved from public sale so 
much of the public lands on each side of said rail- 
roed route 

Mr. STARKWEATHER interposed to ask 
the gentleman whether the bilf did not propose to 
give to the new States what was equivalent toa 
preemption right to the nine millions of acres of 


Mr. COLLAMER. Yes, and more too. The | 
bill was nothing more nor Jess than a proposition 
saying to these new States, if they choose to lay 
outa railroad through the public lands, they shall 
have the right of way to begin with: and then, in 
the next section, it is enacted, that upon their re- 
quest there shall be reserved from public sale all |, 
or any part of the public lands which they may | 
select on each side of said railroad route, and || 
within ten miles thereof; and that the State or 
States so applying, shall have the exclusive right 
to purchase such lands, at a price not exceeding 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, for the || 
term of ten years; and at the end of ten years, if 
they neglect to take the land and pay for it, the 
right of sale passes again to the General Govern- 
ment. 

3efore he concluded his remarks upon the bill, | 
he desired to have the second section read again: 
for it required the States to pay for the land before 


from the Committee on Public Lands. 

The second section was then read, and it is as 
follows: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when the survey 


of said route shall have been returned to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, he shall, at the request of the Governor of said 


lands, within ten miles of said route, as said Governor, hy 


the same shall be retained for said State, and shall be sold 
and conveyed to said State, or to whoever said State shall 
direct, at and for the minimum price per acre, in such quan- 
tities, and at such times, as said State shall desire, in aid of 
said construction: Provided, nevertheless, Tivat said route | 
shall be sosurveyed and returned, and said land soreserved, | 
Within three years from the passing of this law; and all of 
said land not actually so purchased and paid for by said 
Staie, within ten vears from the passing of this act, shall be 
subject to sale and private entry, in the same manner as if 
the same had not been reserved: .4nd provided, further, 
That this shall not extend to any land but suchas is subject | 
to private sale atone dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; | 
and nothing in this act contained shali be so construed as to | 
grant to any State such right of preémption to auy land | 
heretofore set apart or reserved for schools, nor to any pub- 
lic land which may have been reserved by the United States | 
for military or other purposes, nor to any mineral lands, | 
nor to any to which a right of preémption may previously 
have been acquired by any person or persons. | 
Mr. C. proceeded to reiterate the provisions of | 
the section, that the land was not only to be re- | 
served to the States at a dollar and a quarter an | 
acre, but that they should have only such as they | 
paid for. The gentleman from New York [Mr. | 
STARKWEATHER]| had asked whether that was not 
equivalent to a preémption. 
certainly was, and he referred again to the principle 
which justified it. A State proposes to make a | 
railroad through the public lands which will in- | 
crease their value, and asks for the aid of the Gen- | 
eral Government. Now, we say in this bill to such | 
a State, Take our lands and pay for them, at our | 


value by your improvement, you are welcome to. | 
That was all there was of the bill—the beginning, | 
the end, and the whole of it. | 
To say that bad legislation might grow out of || 
such a system of grants, was no objection to his | 
mind. Hedid not know but it might be, when | 
the western States should get the power, that they 
would control all the public lands they could lay | 
their hands on; but the new States certainly could 
have no wish, at any time, to put a stop to settle- 
ments, and they would not therefore ask to have || 
any more land reserved from sale than they would | 
actually need. The bill provided that they should || 
only have what they might ask for within ten miles || 
of their road; and to encourage their improvement, | 


SIONAL GLOBE 


| worth while, and see whether it would not be 


they would have eight years to pay for them. 
no title was to pass to the States, in any oe 
the lands were paid for. “9 ti 
Mr. VINTON said this was a new Proposi 
tohim. He did not know that the bil] ie, 7 
House till it came up for consideration. [H. 
great confidence in the opinions of the gentler, 
from Vermont [Mr. Cotuamer] on all question 
concerning the public lands; but his firs: ineee 
sion, if the bill became a law, was, that jr oe 
have a most injurious effect upon the sales of ~ 
public lands. If the bill was to become a Jaw. . 
would undertake to mark a prediction concery,,, 
it, which gentlemen might make, if they thou m 


ey 
mh 


he 
He had 


Ve 


3 ° ° eo Ver- 
fied. It would work in this way: If such a yi.) 


of preémption were to be given for ten miles », 
each side of a railroad, the States would been», 
a preémptive purchaser to large quantities of | 
and so become debtors to the United States jn very 
heavy amounts, of the payment of which dei. 
they might, in their own time, combine and ») 
themselves. rz 

In the fitst place, it was proposed to Arrest those 
ten mile strips of land from sale—and the joqq 
might be three hundred miles long—the States 
taking such lands as they might find to be good 


*) 


bargains, and letting the rest go, asa matter 9° 


Ome 


{ 
anc, 


| course. Then would cammence the work of sper. 


ulators. ‘There were always the largest proportion 
of speculators in all new countries. Just as soon gs 
this bill should pass, these speculators would begin 
to combine together, to form companies, and |gy 


| out railroads in all the new States, and they would 


|| continue to project their roads until they got posses. 


' | sion of alf the public lands in the new States, The 
they could possess it, or it was not the bill reported || 


ublic lands in Illinois, Wisconsin, lowa, and 

lissouri, would be all crowded out of the market, 
upon this credit system. The country had tried 
the credit system before, and they were obliged to 
abandon it; and the result of the present experi- 
ment would be to give to such corporations as 
might run their railroads through the public lands 
in the States of Missouri, Illinois, Mississippi, 
lowa, Wisconsin, Indiana, and Ohio, such a hold 
upon them all, that he ventured to say, in the end, _ 
every foot of them would go to the benefit of specu- 
Jators. Land would thus be taken immediately out 


|, of the market to aid in the construction of roads not 


needed, and which would never be completed. The 
State Legislatures would be very ready to grant 
their charters,fand in less than three years the great 
body of the most valuable of the public lands would 
be taken out of the market, and that branch of the 
public revenue would be wholly dried up. And 
then there would come up from the new Statesa 
delegation to Congress so strong that these lands 
would be all surrendered to them. The lands 


| would never be sold to them; but they would-get 


such a grip upon them, that they would never be 


| reclaimed by Congress; for the interests of the new 


States would be represented by a force that would 
be strong enough to carry all their measures here. 


| If in no other way, the object might be carried 


upon the occasion of a Presidential election. 
As to giving to all r@fpoads the right of way over 


| the public lands, he had no objection to that; bul 
He replied that it || 


as to the second section of the bill, he thought no 


_ provision of law could be more dangerous and det- 


rimental to the interests of the country. This was 


the first impression of his mind upon hearing the 


bill read; for, as he had before saidy he did not 
know the bill was in the Honse till just now. He 


ir || was for striking out the second section, or commit- 
regular price, and whatever you can add to their || 


| passed now. 
section. 


ting the bill, when it might receive more consider: 
ation than would be given to it if it were to be 
He moved to strike out the second 


Several gentlemen now %alled for an adjourn- 


‘| ment. 


Mr. TOMPKINS inquired of the Chair what 


| would be the effect upgp the bill of an adjourm™ 


ment flow? 
The SPEAKER replied, that an adjournment 
would leave the bill upon the Speaker’s table. 
After further explanations from the Chair touch- 
ing the order of business on the Speaker’s table— 
Mr. TOMPKINS proceeded to address the 
House in favor of the bill. He desired to present 
one or two general views in addition to those pre 


the General Government proposed to give them a | sented by the chairman of the Committee on Pub- 
preémption claim. But these States must lay out | lic Lands, [Mr. Cottamer;] but he would first a0 
their roads and make their selections of lands within | swer one or two objections. which had been u 
two years from the passage of this act, and then || by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
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(Mr. Vinton.] The gentleman from Ohio |) pose of meeting some of the objections to the bill. 


Means, 

gs 
had oe out of the market a large amount of | that if the bill were to become a Jaw, it would be 
win i ‘domain; and that it would arrest the |) used to lock large portions of the public lands from 
ae of settlements in the new States, at least |) sale, without at lasi effecting the ostensible object 
ee the period of ten years. But now, was | of the bill—tie construgtion of railroads in the 
. » really any gentleman belonging to the new || new States; and secondly, that Congress would be 
a who could possibly desire to arrest the | forced to the abandonment of large portions of the 
srogress of their settlement? Or was itat all to be || public lands to the States for which they might be 


expected that the new States would ever pursue a 
@2 
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Mr. SCHENCK’S motion to adjourn; which 


iared that the passage of the bill would take | If he Uderstood those objections, the first was, | was agreed to. 


And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented under the 


rule, and referred: 


By Mr. LEFFLER: The petition of sundry citizens of 


3 j the county of Muscatine, in the State of lowa, praying the 
reserved, without their paying forthem. ‘This he — passage of a law for the reduction and uniformity of post- 


ey so suicidal as that? He thought the position || understood to be the substance of the objections of 8°: po pay aoposce = ae : oe 
Poe } s . : -. | > 1: - * 8 county, bowa, on lie samesubect. Also, a joint resolution 
i the gentleman was 80 palpably absurd, that it || the geniieman from Obio to the passage of the bill. of tha Generel Assembiy of tad Gia of ee. nr to emg 


needed only to be looked at to be refuted anddis- |) If he could get the attention of the House fora 


carded. ° ° ! . 
He would take another view of the subject. || what motive could induce any State Legislature, or 
What were the new States? Were they not all |! individual, or company of individuals, of the new 
integral portions of.this Union? Did any desire || States to expend money in surveying roads which | 
to see their prosperity arrested. Did not their |, they might know they could not make? 
arosperity and the increase of their productiveness || [A Voice: They are not required to make the 
~ontrivate to the prosperity and greatness of the | road.] 
whole country? This public domain was perfectly | Mr. LINCOLN, (continuing.) That was not 
yseless until it came under the hand of cultivation: |; the case he was mahing. What motive would 
and it was the production of the soil and labor of | tempt any set of men to go into an expensive sur- 
the country above what was necessary to supply || vey of a railroad, which they did not intend to 
the home consumption that constituted a nation’s || make? What good would it do? Did men act 
wealth. The profitable direction of industry, and || without motive? Did business men commonly go 
the cultivation of the soil, were the only perma- } into &n @xpenditure of money, which could be of 
nent sources of weaith; and he was therefore in | no accaunt to them? He generally found that 
favor of any policy which would increase the } men who have money were disposed to hold on to 
facilities of settlement and the cultivation of the || it, unless they could see something to be made by 
soil in the new States, and such he considered || its investment. He could not see what motive of 
would be the tendency of the bill before the House. || advantage to the new States could be subserved 
In proportion to the increase of railroads in any || by merely keeping the public lands out of market, 
country was the increase of the facilities of emi- |, and preventing their settlement. As fair as he 
gration and the transportation to market of the || could see, the new States were wholly without 
produce of the interior. : fany motive to do such a thing. This, then, he 
But there was another consideration. These || took to be a good answ@ to the first objection. 
| 


railroads traversing every portion of the country, In relation to the fact assumed, that, after a while, 
assing through the productive regions and lead- || the new States having got held of the public lands 
ing to central points, contributed not only to the || to a certain extent, they would turn round and 
commercial advancement of the country, but they || compel Congress to relinquish all claim to them, 
became, by the facilities which they afforded for || he had a word to say, by way of recurring to the | 
the transportation of troops and munitions of war, || history of the past. When was the time to come 
a most important means of national defence. (he asked) when the States in which the public 
This public domain was not now taken up for || lands were situated would compose a majority of 
the purposes of settlement and cultivation, on ac- || the representation in Congress, or anything like it? 
count of the expense of getting the produce of the || A majority of Representatives would very soon 
interior into market. But let these railroads be || reside west of the mountains, he admitted; but 
constructed, and it would be seen that these new || would they allecome from States in which the pub- | 
country lands would forthwith become productive || lic lands were situated? They certainly would not; | 
and valuable. Instead of the dense and unbroken || for, as these western States grew strong in Con- 
forests which were now beheld in all the new || gress, the public lands passed away from them, 
States, these vast rich regions would soongbecome || and they got on the other side of the question: 
dotted all over with productive fields; and this || and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] was 
change would be wrought as well by the facilities || an example attesting that fact. 
which these roads would give to commerce as by Mr. VINTON interrupted here to say, that he 
their power to carry military defences upon the || had stood upon this question just where he was 
shortest notice to all points assailahle by an enemy. || now, for five-and-twenty years. 
With such improvements, there would be seen in Mr. LINCOLN was not making an argument 
every direction a widely-diffused and well-rewarded || for the purpose of convicting the gentleman of any 
industry. Such a growth in national wealth might || impropriety at all. He was speaking of a fact in | 
be attained almost at once by these means, if || history, of which his State was an example. He | 
these—he did not call them donations—if these || was referring to a plain principle in the nature of | 
grants of justice were not withheld. . | things. The State of Ohio had now grown to be 
The gentleman from Ohio had further objected || a giant. She had a large delegation on that floor; 
to the bill, because4t would afford to incorporated || but was she now in favor of granting lands to the 
companies the means of getting such a fast grip || new States,as she used tobe? The New England 
upon the public lands, as to enable them to snatc States, New York, and the Old Thirteen, were all 








every acre from sale by the General Government; || rather quiet upon the subject; and it was seen just 
and that having once got their grip upon them, || now that a member from one of the new States 
demagogues would spring up and come into Con- || was the first man to rise up in opposition. And so 
gress from the new States, or the question might || it would be with the history of this question for 
be made to turn upon a Presidential election, so as || the future. There never would come a time when 
to make fast and eternal that grip. In this the || the people residing in the States embracing the 
gentleman had made the charge of fraud “against |! public lands would have the entire control of this 


unfairly the whole body of the public domain. 
The fact was, that the bill did not propose to allow 
much more land to the new States, by their pay- 
ing the regular price for it, than the gentleman’s 
own State had received from the General Govern- 
ment gratis. It was not an uncommon thing for 
the older son in a peg | to be found grasping at 
the largest portion of t 

the younger children. 


Congress would never do more in this respect than 
what would be dictated by a just liberality. The 
apprehension, therefore, that the public lands were 
in danger of being wrested from the General Gov- 
ernment by the strength of the delegation in Con- 
gress from the new States, was utterly futile. 
There never could be such a thing. If we take 
these lands (said he) it will not be without your 
consent. 


estate, to the exclusion of 


amail route trom Betleview, in Jackson county, fowa, to ho- 


few minutes, he @ould ask gentlemen to tell us dependence, in Buchanan county. Also, a joint resolution 


of the General Assembly of Lowa, relative to an increase of 
mail serviee on route 4551. Also. a joint resolution of the 
General Assembli? of Lowa, asking an appropriation in land 
to tmprove the havigation of the Maquoketa tiver. 

By Mr. SILVESTER: The petition of inhabitants of 
Green county, New York, for the reduction of postage. 

By Mr. GLDDINGS: The petiiion of the Quarterly Meet- 
ing of Friends iw the cny of Philadetphia; the petition of 
Sis citizens of Winnebago county, Uiiois; and the petition 
of Tsaac Richardson and Lid other citizens of Obio; sever- 
ally praying for the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia. Also, the petition of H. A. Pease and 83 others, 
T. B. Hudson and 45 others, John BE. Burke and 37 others, 
Charles Hull and 76 others, and W. Hl. Phimb and 57 others, 
all citizens of Lorain county, Ohio, praying tor the reduction 
of postage. Also, tige petition of 1. B. Hudsen and 67 others, 
Charles Hill and 76 others, and W. H. Plumb and 37 others, 
all citizens of Lorain county, Ohio, praying for the estab- 


lishment of courts of arbitrauon for the settement of na- 
tonual ditficuities. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, February 14, 1849. 

The Journal having been read— 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by Mr. Camppenz, their Clerk, as 
follows: 

Mr. Presipent: | am directed to inform the 
Senate that the House of Representatives is now 
ready to receive the Senate, to count the votes for 
President and Vice President. 

Mr. BADGER, at the request of the Senator 
from Ohio, (Mr. ALten,] moved the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the Senate bill, grant- 
ing a right of way across the public lands, and to 
dispose of said land in aid of the several States, 
for the construction of railroads and canals, was 

esterday passed. 

The bill having been sent to the House of Rep- 
sentalives— 

Mr. BADGER moved that the Secretary be 
directed to request the return of the bill from the 
House. 

The motion, after some remarks from Mr. BAD- 
GER, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. KING, Mr. BREESE, 


|} and Mr. BERRIEN, was agreed to. 


COUNTING THE VOTES. 

In compliance with the invitation from the Honse, 
the Senate then proceeded to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

On the return of the Senate— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the committee 
appointed on the part of the Senate, Jointly with 
the committee appointed on the part of the House 
of Representatives, to ascertain and report a mode 
of examining the votes for President and Vice 
President of the United States, and of notifying 
the persons elected of their election, reported that 
the committee had pce that duty, and had 
instructed him to submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That a committee of one wember of the Senate 
be appointed by that body to join a committee of two mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, to be appointed by that 
body, to wait on General Zachary Taylor, of Louisiana, and 
inform him that he has been duly elected President of the 
United States for four years, commencing with the fourth 
day of March, 1849; and alsoto waiton Millard Fillmore, 
of New York, and inform him that he has beew duly elected 

| Vice President of the United States for four years, com- 
| mencing with the fourth day of March, 1849. 


The resolution having been concurred in— 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittée on Pensions, reporied the following bills 


He declared himself ready and willing, wherever 
any great national work was needed, in New York 
or Pennsylvania, or any other State, which would 
either afford facilities to commerce, or insure a 
more efficient public defence in time of war, to 
vote liberal appropriations of the public domain 
for carrying on such works. | g 

Mr. LINCOLN said he had not risen for the 


purpose of making a speech, but only for the pur-.|) gave way for i} 





the new States, with a design to grasp and clutch |} subject; and so it was a matter of certainty that 


e can never outnumber you. There- | fromthe House of Representatives, withoutamend- 
sult is, that all fear of the new States turning against || ment: ' ai 
the right of Congress to the public domain must | An act for the relief of Elizabeth Williamson; 
be effectually quelled, as those who are opposed to | An act for the relief of John Campbell; 
that interest must always hold a vast majority here, | An act for the relief of Henry Miller; 
and they will never surrender the whole or any An act for the relief of Edward Taylor; 
part of the public lands unless they themselves | An act for the relief of John Wilson; 
| choose so to do. This was all he desired to say. | An act for the relief of Amos Armatrong; 
but | An act for the relief of Edward Cole; 


Mr. BRODHEAD “then obtainéd the floor; 
eee ‘* An act for the relief of Elizabeth Kenney; 
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An act for the relief of Polly Dameron, widow of 
Charles Dameron, deceased; 

An act for the relief of David Towle; 

An act for the relief of George 8. Claflin. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the same 
committee, reported House bill for the relief of 
Joseph D. Ward, with an amendment. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
the Committee on Pensions were discharged from 
the further consideration of House billfor the rehef 
of Martha Dameron, wife of Christopher Tomp- 
kins; and it was referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a message from the President of the United States, 
in reply toa resolution of the Senate of the 12th 
instant, transmitting the proceedings 
taken place under the act of Congress in relation 
to the claims of Colonel Richard M. Johnson. 

The Senate then adjourn d. 


which had 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wepnespay, February 14, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read anflapproved. 
COUNTING THE VOTES OF BELECTORS FOR 
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. BARROW rose and said, that he had a 
motion which he had reduced to writing, and 


which he desired to offer. 
ation, as follows. 

Resolved, That the Clerk inform the Seuate that the 
Honse is now ready to reeeive that body, for the purpose of 
proceeding to open and count the votes of the lector r 
President and Vice President of the United Sta 

The resolution was adopted. 

DONATIONS OF LAND. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, rose and said, that 
his colleacue, [ Mr. Jounson.) who bad been de- 
tained from his seat in the House several days in 
consequence of indisposition, h id some tume since 
given notice of his intention to ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill, which he had requestéd him (Mr. J.) 
this morning to ask leave to introduce in his behalf. 
He (Mr. J.) desired that the bill should be received, 
referred, and printed. 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection 
the bill would be received. 

The title thereof having been read for informa- 
tion— . 

Objection to the introduction of the bill was made 
by Mr. COLLAMER. 

Mr. JONES hoped it might be received and 
referred. 

The objection having been persisted in, the bill 
was not introduced, 


It was read for inform- 


OFFICERS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. MEADE asked leave to offer a resolution; 
which was read for information. 

{{t requested that the President of the United 
States cause to be prepared and transmitted to the 
next Congress an alphabetical list of all the officers 
of the Federal Governiment—the places of birth of 
each officer—the State and county of which a res- 
ident at the time of appointment to office—and the 
salary or pay allowed to each.] 

Objection was made, but withdrawn. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the orders of the 
day. 

The SPEAKER made areply, of which nothing 
was heard at the reporter’s desk. 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection 
to the introduction of the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] the question 
would be taken upon it. 

The objection having been renewed, the resolu- 
tion was not entertained. 

Mr. LEVIN, by leave, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
of Priscilla Decatur Twiggs, a niece and one of the 
adopted daughters of the late Commodore Stephen 
Decatur, made a report thereon in writing, recom- 
mending the passage of the bill from the Senate 
entitled ** An act for the relief of the captors of the 
frigate Philadelphia;’? which report was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GREELEY asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether there be anything in our laws 


or authoritative judicial decisions which countenances the 
British doctrine of “ once a subject, always a subject,” and 


to report what action of Congress, if any, be necessary to || 


eS 


conform the laws and decisions aforesaid consistently and | 
thoroughly to the American doctrine affirming the right of 
every man to migrate from his native land to some other, 
and, in becoming a citizen of the latter, to renounce all aHe- 
giance and responsibility to the former. 

Objection was made, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennegsee, asked leave to move 


| to discharge the committee to whom it had been 


referred from a certain petition, and that it be laid 
on the table. 

Objection was made. 

TROPHIES OF THE LATE WAR. 

Mr. SAWYER asked leave at this time to in- 
troduce a joint resolution requesting the President 
of the United States to epee m the National 
Institute, within the city of Washington, the flags 
and other trophies taken by the American armies 
in the late war-with Blexico, there to remain for 
the inspection of all, to commemorate the gallant 
deeds of our army and navy, to which he supposed 
there would be no objection. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BOW LIN asked leave to present the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Missouri, in relation to 
the public lands, and asked that it might be laid on 
the table and printed. 

4) nection Was made ° 

Mr. BOWLIN rose to a question of order. Fe 
insisted that any gentleman who objected should 
rise in his place ane do 30. 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection, 
the memorial would be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. PRES'TON rose and objected. 

So the memorial was not received. 


Mr. CLINGMAN asked the general consent of 


. 


the House to present certain resolutions of the || 


Levisiatnre of North Carolina. 
Objection was made. 
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. 
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Officer, the Speaker of the ~—vor of 


; 


| 


| supported by the Hon. Wasmweron B ARR 


Feb. 14, 


ee 


. : s Renre ’ 
tives being seated at his left hand. a 


The Sergeants-at-Arms of the two loess 
on the lower platform, at the right and leh * 
The Hon. Jerrerson Davis, the Tele, 7 

the 


part of the Senate, took a seat at the Clerk's desk 


' 
ct . OW an 

Rosert McCrevranp, Tellers on the part ei 
le 


House of Representatives, who were Assisted | 
the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of ,, 
House. ; 

When thus organized, the two branches of (, 
gress in joint assembly, and the aisles and ga!); ae 
densely crowded with ladies and citizens, the Hal 
presented an imposing appearance. ™ 

The VICE PRESIDENT then rose and gai. 
In obedience to law, the Senate and House of f,., 
resentatives have assembletl, on the present 
sion, so that | may fulfill the duty enjoined apo, 
me by the Constitution, by opening, in their hes. 
ence, the sealed certificates of the lists of persong 
voted for, by the Electors in the respective Stars 
as President and Vice President, cause the yo,,. 
to be counted, and have the persons to {ill thos 
offices ascertained and declared, agreeably to the 
Constitution, 

The VICE PRESIDENT then opened the cor. 
tificate of the electors of the- State of Maine, and 
said: I now open and present to the Tellers chos; n 
by the two Houses the certificate transmitted by 
the Electors of the State of Maine, that the yous 
therein recorded may be counted. 

Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS proceeded to read 
the certificate, and the vote reported was reziste 
by the tellers in duphicate lists. 

The same form was observed with the certij- 
cates from the States of New Hampshire, Massa. 
chusetts, Rhode Island; Connecticut, Vermont, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Del- 


f the 


) 
Len. 


VOleg 


no 
reg 


A pause (one of several which had taken place | aware. 


since the reading of the Journal) followed, which 
was at length broken by— 


| 


‘The certificates from the States of Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 


Mr. SAWYER, who rose and said, that as it | Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, Louisiana, and Mis. 


appeared there was no business on hand, he would 
suggest that the Flouse should dispense some way 
or other with the resolution which had been passed 
and sent to the Senate. 

Now, (continued Mr. S.,) on this side of the 
House we give up this mater. [Laughter.] We 
do not want to contest it furthe®. [Renewed 
laughter.} We believe we are heaten, [roars of 
laughter,| and we are ‘perfeetly satisfied that the 
thing should stand as it now is without a formal 
count. IL would, if in order, move a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote. . 

Severar voices. Do you mean a reconsidera- 
tion of the Presidential election ? 

Mr. SAWYER. No: a reconsideration of the 
vote on this resolution. We decline this business; 
and I believe the result will be about the same 
without a count as with it. 

Me. 5. spoke without interruption by the Chair, 
but his motion was not entertained. 

Mr. MORSE asked leave to offer a resolution 
affecting, he said, the members of this body partic- 
ularly and intimately. He asked that it might be 
read. It was read. 

[ft directed that the Committee on Public Build- 


mings and Grounds inquire into the expediency of | 


providing a new Hall for the Representatives in 
Congress; properly adapted to the transaction of 
business. } 
Objection was made. 
ADMISSION OF LADIES. 
Mr. COCKE asked leave to offer the following 
resolution, which was read for information: 


Resolved, ‘That the ladies in the gallery be admitted on the 
floor of the House. 


Mr. ATKINSON rose and objected. If (said 


he) it is necessary to state why I object, I should | 


say, that I do not think this House is the place for 
ladies. ‘They would be in very bad company. 
The resolution was not received, 
The Clerk having delivered the message to the | 
Senate, informing them that the House was in 
waiting for the purpose of counting the votes for | 


President and Vice President— 


The Senate attended in the Hall of the House. 

The Senate, preceded by the.Hon. Groner M. 
Datias, Vice President of the United, States, and 
its officers, entered the Hall. 
_ The Senators took the seats prepared for them | 
in the circle in front of the Speaker’s chair. 

The Vice President took the seat of Presiding | 


! 





sissippi, were severally presented in succession in 
like manner, and read by Mr. Barrow. 

Those from Indiana, Ihnois, Alabama, Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, Michigan, Florida, Texas, lowa, 
and Wisconsin, were read by Mr. MeCueutann. 

The Tellers having read, counted, and registered 
the votes of the Electors of the thirty States, and 
compared their duplicate lists, delivered the same 
to the Vice President. 

The YICE PRESIDENT then rose and read the 
report of the Tellers. The result was as follows:. 
List of Votes for President and Vice President of the United 

Slutes for four yeurs, commencing March 4, 149. 


} ’ 
FOR 
, : NT. | 
FOR PRESIDENT. | vice PRESIDENT. | 
STATES. | 


Tuylor. | Cwxss. |Fillmore.| Butler. | 
| ' 























B, PRINEE. cdiciemeeteccaerett D he bce! g | 
2. New Hampshire... ....:...| B. brtaif-ad.. 
3. Massachusetts... Oo ls caine | i2 =. 
| 4. Khorle Island..... 4 pakonwel 4 | - | 
| 5. Connecticut..... Gf ovcveeee 6 | - 
| Be Vesmant...es. ccs Bh vs ncBuvs 6 - | 
| 7, Mow Wort. ocacce BB lo ctnweanl 36 | - | 
8 New Jersey...... ah eS 7 - 
9. Pennsylvania .... 26 yee | 26 - | 
10. Delawnre........ Bs were 3 | — 
| ll. Maryland........ Go cdeeeisel e% bok 
PED. cixninne talus ensescel RF | sinter. ciao 
| 13. North Carolina... SR laces caant 1 | - 
‘| 14. South Carolina...........! O tite eT 
15. Georgia.......... BO J eccrcees 10 - 
| 16. Kentucky........ 12 Liceaienal 12 - 
| 17. Tennessee....... OD ins saamind 13 - 
i Ps sae ka ke eud< leben shaw 2 ee 23 
19. Louisiana........ P Tevaste ce - | 
| 20. Biisstosion€ 5... fs. csi cent GB focorccese 6 
Dh. SOMOORs i ecnechion dinsenl TR. |eccccvese 1Z 
Se Rs ands atuebabin-etanl iD slhtantesl 9 
| > SEER S30 cnselosne ccse DP ilsasvievecal 3 
S4. NBMse0Uri .. cc ccccfoccsoves! ZT Teg devises ‘ 
| 25. Arkamsas........)eee sees BD Vesiadaeel 3 
96. Dien 5500 cnleniee eisel 5 fasocccess a 
QZ. FUOFIGA .n0se cece] ov ceeece : 
Sh. Wigs vig 0806s c]¥enectue gawens oes 4 
Di DOWRT fii ose 5 Ji esvesces ee 4 
30. Wisconsin....ce.!scoccese H sie wena 4 


| 163 | 197 | 163 | 327 | 
years 
* After the returns from the State of Maine had been read, 
Mr. STEPHENS rose and suggested that the reading at length 
of the returns from each State in detail be dispensed with. 
The Vick Prestvenr stated that no motion was in order, 
and no other mode of proceeding could be adopted but that 
pointed out by the Constitution of the United States, but that 
the tellers might abridge the reports so far as to give merely 
he results of the electoral ballotings of each State. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT of the United States 
hep, in pursuance of the resolution adopted by 
ihe Senate and House of Representatives on the 
wh instant, announced the state of the votes to the | 
Houses of Congress in jotnt meeting, as follows: 

That the whole number of electors appointed to | 
for President and Vice President of the Uni- 
of which number 146 make a | 


| 


yote cera 
ted States 1s 290; 


Oi beste of the vote for President of the United 
States, 8 delivered by the tellers, is— | 
For ZACHARY TAYLOR, of Louisiana. paew ese cae 
For Lewis Cass, of Michigan. « «0 0: 62 000..127 


And the state ef the vote for Vice President of | 
che United States, as delivered by the tellers, is— 
For MitarD FIt~Moge, of New York.......163 
For Wi.saM O. Burcer, of Kentucky. .....127 


That Zacnary Tayior, of Louisiana, had re- 
ceived a majority of the whole number of votes of 
the electors chosen in the several States to vote for 
President of the United States; and that Mitnarp 
Fizemore, of New York, had received a majority 
of the whole nuraber of the votes of the electors 
chosen in the several States to vote for Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

And thereupon, — ae ners 7 

The VICE PRESIDENT of the United States 
declared that Zacuary Tarior, of the State of 
Louisiana, is duly elected President of the United , 
States for the term of four years, to commence on 
the fourth day of March, 1849, and that Mittarp 
Futwore, of the State of New York, is duly ‘| 
elected Vice President of the United States for the | 
term of four years, to commence on-the fourth day 
of March, 1849. 

The joint meeting of the two Houses of Con- 
cress was then dissolved, and the Senate returned 
to its Chamber. . 2 

Mr. BARROW, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed on the part of the Hlouse of Representa- 
tives to ascertain and report a mode of examining 
the votes for President and Vice President of the 
United States, and of notifying the persons elected 

’ . . 
of their election, reported the following resolution; 
which was read, and unanimously agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee of two members be appointed 
on the part of the House of Representatives, to join a com- 
mittee of one member on the part of the Senate, to wait | 
upon Zacwary Taywor, of Louisiana, and inform him 
that he has been duly elected President of the United States 
for four years, to commence on the 4th day of March, 1849; 
and also to wait on Mittarp Fitimore, of New York, and | 
inform him that he has been duly elected Vice Paesident of | 
the United States for four years, to commence on the 4th 
day of March, 1849. 

2 


And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The fellowing petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. SMART: The petition of T. Hill and 96 others, 
citizens of Maine, asking for cheap postage. Also, the pe- 
unon of C. C, Cone and others, of Skowhegan, Maine, 
asking for the same. j 

By Mr. EMBREE: The following resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Indiana—A joint resolution in relation to the sol- 
diers of the war with Great Britain ; a joint resolution rela- 
tive tothe harbor at Michigan City ; a joint resolution in 
relation tothe improvement of the navigation of the Kan- 
kakee and Iroquois rivers, in the States of Indiana and 
lilinois; a joint resolution in relation to certain ofticial doc- 
uments connected with the conduct of the second Indiana 
regiment; a joint resolution in relation to a grant of lands | 
for the use of the Indiana University. 

_By Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa: The petition of sundry 
citizens of Iowa, praying for the establishment of a mail || 
route from Agency City, Wapello county, via Sand Prairie 
eg to intersect a mail route from lowayille to Bloom- 

eid, ‘ 

By Mr. BCKERT: Four petitions, signed hy Henry Myer 
and 84 other citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsyivania, 
praying for the enactment of a tariff of specific duties to 
save the specie of the country from being exported, and to’ | 
prevent the prosigation of the farming, manafacturing, la- 
boring, and commercial interests. Also, one of like import, | 
signed by J. W. Coban and 32 other citizens of Lebanon | 
county, Pennsylvania. Also, another of like import, signed | 
by Thomas Baird and 16 ether cttizens of Berks county, 
Pennsylvania. j 

By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of Charles W. Packard | 
and 41 others of Lancaster, Massachusetts, praying for uni- | 
form and reduced rates of postage. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of Som- || 
cnauk, De Kalb county, for a mail rowte from Chicago to | 

airo, | 

By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: The memorial of Leonard |, 
Loveland and 117 other citizens of Macoupin, Jersey, and | 
Madison counties, praying a donation of land to aid said i} 
State in constraeting a railroad, connecting the upper and 
lower Mississippi with the northern lakes at Chicago. Also, 
the memorial of R. G. Shannon and 75 others, citizens of | 

ph county, Dlinois, upon the same subject. 


} Cortland county. 


By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 54 citizens of Preble, 
New York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: A petition fora mail route from 
Belvidere, via De Kalb Center, to Ottawa. Also, a petition 
from citizens of Clicago, for a donation of land for a rail 
road from the Mississippi to the Inkes. 

By Mr. RICHEY: The petition of Henry Greer and 70 
other citizens of Morgan and Perry counties, Obie, praying 
for a mail route from Malta, in Morgan county, via Chapel 
Hill, Suuday Creek Cross Roads, and Straitsville, in Perry 
county, Ohio, to Logan, Hoeking county, Ohio. Also, the 
petition of Henry Greer and 71 others, citizens of the same 
counties, praying for a mail route from Deaver, Morgan 
county, Olio, via Chapel Hill, Perry county, and Oxford, 
Athens county, to Athens, Athens county. 


> 
IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, February 15, 1849. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretar y of the ‘Treas- 
ury, in relation to the amount expended for pay 
and rations of officers and men of the naval estab- 


was laid on the table, and orde red to be printed. 


} 
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the annual report of the Commissioner of Patents; | 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition from a large num- | 


ber of persons of Ontario county, New York, pray- 


| which, on motion of Mr. DAYTON, was referred | place on the calendar. 
| to the Commitice on Patents. 


| 


vidual 
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called to the subject of this re solution. It proposes 
to purchase for such Senators as have not here- 
tofore had them, as well those books which are 
ordinarily furnished to members, as copies of the 
Constitution and other books of like character. [ 
understand it has been the practice,-both of the 
Senate and of the House of Representatives, 
whether right or wrong, to purchase for the indi- 


| use of Senators books of great general pub- 


le interest, compilations of statistics, State papers, 
and other papers in the archives of the Govern- 
ment. 
dire 


At the last session, an order was made 
ting the Secretary to purchase certain books, 


+ not for the use of Senators particularly, but for 
distribution among our constituents, and a certain 
number of coptes were purchased. 
tion embraces 
of Senators and 
amonest our 


Y This resolu- 
both those designed for the use 
ned for distribution 
‘That is the character 


those desi 
constituentea, 


Hi |, of this resolution, and [ state these facts because I 
lishment detailed for coast survey services; whieh || think it due to the Senate t! 
AS con & ne a OF ) known. I 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate |) heretofore. 


iat they should be made 
feel constrained, as | have done 
to vote against this resolution. 

Mr. BENTON. § f object toit. Let it take ite 


shall 


PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is, 
Will the Senate proceed to its consideration? 
The motion was put and lost. 


Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ja- 


ing for a reduction of postage and the abolition of |) diciary, re ported a recommendation that the Senate 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial from citizens 


| of New York, praying for a modification of the | 
patent laws; which was referred to the Committee 


on Patents. 


Mr. FELCH presented a petition from Martin | 


Dubois, a revolutionary pensioner, asking an in- 
crease of pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from eiti- | 


zens of Pennsylvania, pointing out defects in the 

existing patent laws, and praying for a remedy; 

which was referred to the Commitiee on Patents. 
Mr. WALKER presented two memorials from 


the franking privilege; which was laid on the 
| table. 


} 
| 
| 


{ 
| 
4 


citizens of the United States, asking that the pub- | 


lic domain may be granted in suitable lots to actual | 


settlers not possessed of other land; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
On motion of Mr. FELCH, the papers in rela- 


| tion to the memorial of the American Board for 
| Foreign Missions were taken from the files of the 


Senate, and referred to the Commitiee on Indian 


|| Affairse 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, made an adverse report on House 
bill for the relief of William Kingsbury; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported House bill for the relief of William 
Mitford, without amendment. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, made an adverse report on the petition of 


| John Milliken and others; which was laid upon 
| the table. 


On motion of Mr. FELCH, the Committee on 


| Public Lands were discharged from the further 


consideration of the petition of Samuel Simonton, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the securities of oe 


|S. Devlin, administrator of E. J. Weed; which 


was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of William 
Caton, of Anne Arundel county, Maryland; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military A fiairs, reported the joint resolution 
authorizing the Secretary of War to furnish arms 
and ammunition to persons emigrating to the Ter- 
ritories of Oregon, California, and New Mexico. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported, without amendment, the following 
resolution introduced last session: 


Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to furnish each 
member of the present Senate, who has not already received 


them, the same number of copies of the Constitution, and 
other books ordered tobe furnished to the Senators by the 


resolution of February 8, 1847. 
Mr. MASON. 


It is proper, perhaps, Mr. Pres- 
il ident, that Senators should have their attention 





i} 
| 
| 
| 
1} 


concur in the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the bill to authenticate testimony, and 
the question being taken, the report was agreed to, * 
and the amendment was concurred jn. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 


GRANT OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Campress, their Clerk, re- 
turning the bill granting a right of way across the 
public lands, and to dispose of said land in aid of 


1] the several States for the construction of railroada 


and canals. 

Mr. BADGER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which that bill had passed the Senate. 

The motion hes over. 

THE PRESIDENT ECECT. 

The VICE PRESIDENT informed the Senate 
that no order had been made yesterday as to the 
appointment of a committee on the part of the Sen- 
ate to wait on the President elect, and notify hiny 
of his election. 

It was then ordered that the appointment be 


| made by the Vice Presipent. 


BILLS ON LEAVE. 
Mr. WALKER asked and. obtained leave to 


introduce a bill concerning lands lying between the 
meander line and the middle of the meandered 
streams; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, asked and obtained leave 


| to introduce a bill for the relief of Moses Meeker 


and David G. Bates; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. , 
RESOLUTION. 
Mr. KING submitted the following reselution; 


which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 


| structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing a grant 


of land to the surviving officers of the army whe served to 
the termination of the war with Great Britain, commenced 


| in 1812, and were then discharged from the service under 


thf provisions of an act of Congress for reducing the army ; 


| and also to the widows and children of those who have died 


since the close of that war. 
’ PROTOCOL. 

Mr. FOOTE moved to take up the on -0 pend- 
ing at the adjournment of the Senate on Saturday, 
being the question of printing the message of the 
President of the United States, on the subject of 
the protocol, it being his object to withdraw his 
amendment to print 20,000. f 

The motion was withdrawn by the mover, im 
consequence of the absence of the Senator from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Maneum,] who made the 
motion to print the document, : 


DELEGATION OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Commitice on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
certain Chippewa Indians, reported a joint resolu- 
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tion to defray the expenses of them and their inter- 
preter. 

In ¢xplanation of its object— ! 

Mr. A. said: Mr. President, I am instructed to 
report this joint resolution, and I ask its imme- 
diate consideration. It is a resolution to pay the 
sum of $3,000 to a party of Chippewa indians now 
in this city, for the purpose of detraying their ex- 
penses, and the expenses ol their interpreter in 
coming to Washington, for purposes of busi- 
ness connected with their tribe, and that an agent 
be appointed to conduct them back as faras De- 
troit, and that the agent have his compensation for 
sucir service from this appropriation. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, I rise to inquire 
whether the agent who accompanies these Indians 
Ig not an agent of the United States? 

Mr. ATCHISON. Heis not. As to the pro- 
priety of making this appropriation, | presume, 
when the facts are made known, there will be no 
difference of opinion. ‘The Committee on Indian 
Ailaws were unanimous as to the propriety of the 
appropriauon in this particular case; but there was 
some dilference of opinion as to the amount to be 
appropriated. All concurred ia the opinion that 
$3,000 was litle enough. My own opition was 
that the fuil amount which they asked for should 
be allowed; that is, the sum of y6,000. The opin- 
ion of the majority of the conmmittee was based on 
the estimates of the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, as to What would cover their reasonable ex- 
penses. | was of the opinion that the sum of $3,000 
would cover all expenses if they were made with 
stricLeconomy. buttheyask for something further 
to enable them to pay some debts which they con- 
tracted, in order to enabie them to leave their homes 
und to get here, and they ask the Government to 
pay the necessary expense of their families while 
they are on this expedition to Washington. ‘This 
was the only question before the committee—as to 
the higher or lower sum. ‘The sum of $3,000 was 
based on the estimates of the Commissioner of In- 

dian Affairs; and I will move an amendment for the 
purpose of testing this question, and showing the 
liberality of the Senate, for this isthe firstdelegation 
of Chippewa Indians that has visited Washington 
for many years, and the reason they allege for 
doing sv is satisfactory, they coming on business ot 
great importance to their tribes, or at least it was 
deemed so by them. ‘They alleged, in conversa- 


day to be acted on at the present session. 


tion with the committee; that the representation of | 


the grievances of which they complain had been 
made to their agents year afier year, and they say 
that their words were wasted on the wind and had 
never reached the President nor the Congress of 
the United States. And of this opinion were the 


committee, that their complaints and grievances | 


had never yet reached the department of Congress. 
Hence, they concluded tu come in person and make 
their case known. Now, the only question to be 
determined is, whether, on any principle of justice, 
without saying anything ot liberality, we will 
allow the full amount which they ask? And, for 
the purpose of testing that question, I move to 
strike out the sui of $3,000 and insert the sum of 
y6 MU, the sum which some of the committee were 
willing to allow. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I desire to inquire 
whether this delegation of Indians had authority 
from the department to come here before they 
started ? 

Mr. ATCHISON. ‘They had not. 

Mr. YULEE, Had they the assent of the body 
of their tribes? If this is sancuoned, | do not see 
what is to prevent this delegation coming again to 
Wasliington and giving some plausible excuse as 
a reason why they should come, ii it is to be done 
at our expense. ‘This [think will be calculated to 
confuse our relations with the Indians; and I think 
it better that they should be required to make their 
communications through some proper channel to 
the department. If you encourage appeals in per- 
son to the department from Indians against agents, 
the probability is, that it will be encouraging con- 
fusion between the Indians and their agents, and 
increase their discontents. If you always pay 
their expenses when they come, you, of course, 
encourage them to come. I think the precedent a 
bad one. I shall be opposed to it because | think 
Mb MOL Hecessary. 

Mr. DQUDG., of Iowa. Mr. President, these 
Indians come not here to make any complaint, as 
I understand. ‘They live some two thousand miles 
beyond where | live. They come here, sir, to ask 





and the other branch of Congress that the resting- 
places where the bones of their ancestors repose 
may be continued to them; that the Government 
of the United States would grant them a small 
portion of its vast domain among the fastnesses 
and marshes of Lake Superior, where their vil- 
lages are situated, and where they have been 
enabled to obtain a precarious subsistence by gath- 
ering the wild rice, cranberries, and other produc- 
tions of that distant country. It is true, sir, that 
they have come on this mission to make their 
wants known to their Great Igther without an 
invitation from the Secretary of War. But, sir, 
these men were entirely ignorant of the regulation 
of the department, of which the honorable Senator 
from Florida speaks. ‘They had, to them, most 
important business to transact, and they did not 
doubt their right, as an independent people, to 
come here to make their grievances known. ‘They 
selected a gentleman related to them by the ties of 
consanguinity, an intelligent, and, as I under- 
stand, a respectable man, to act as their guide and 
interpreter. Amidst difficulties of every sort, and 
without means, they have worked theic way here. 
They have visited the President, Secretary of 
War, and Commissioner of Indian Aflairs; have 
made known their wants to them, and also to the 
Committees of Indian Ailairs in both Houses of 
Congress. ‘They are now, sir, overwhelmed with 
debt, and 1 know, from their piteous appeals to 
my colleague and self, in the utmost distress. If 
this appropriation is not made for their relief, I 
do not myself see what is to become of them. 

Everywhere their mission was approved by all 

vho became acquainted with them, and every- 
where they excited the Ist sympathieS of the 
human heart. ‘They are a portion of the fast 
fading aborigines of the West; they belong to 
that widely-extended and still numerous tribe of 
Indians—the Chippewas. ‘The occasion is one, 
as it seems to me, in which every one who hasa 
particle of feeling should consent to grant to these 
children of the forest this small pittance, and send 
them home satisfied. ‘Their petition for land and 
to become citizens has been presented by my friend 
from Michigan, [Mr. b’eccn,} but at two late a 
I hope 
it will be favorably considered at the next. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. 1 would ask the Senator 
from lowa if these Indians have not complained 
that they were deceived by the Commissioner who 
treated with them last, and if they understood that 
they should be compeiled to move from the pres- 
ent places of abode? 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 1 cannot answer that 
question, as they have never done so to me; but 
they do complain that some eight hundred half- 
breeds are allowed to participate in their small 
yearly annuity. But that and other like matters, 
L have no doubt, will be promptly and properly 
corrected by the present able and trustworthy Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs. But, sir, if you were 
to go into a calculation as to the millions of acres 
of land, the valuable lead and copper mines that 
you have acquired from these very tribes, speci- 
mens of which ave to be seen at the War Depart- 
ment, and calculate the cost of these, as compared 


with their value, there would be a fearful balance 


iF) 


against us. ‘These Indians are now many thou- 
sand miles fronr their homes. Philanthropic gen- 
tlemen in Pittsburg, Philadelphia, and elséwhere, 
have loaned them sums of money to enable them 
to reach here. ‘These debts they wish to pay,and 
to have money enough to pay their way home. 
Senators can form some idea of the difficulties and 
hardships of the homeward journey of these In- 
dians, when they are informed, as I learn is the 
fact, that it will take thirty days’ travel from Green 
Bay in Wisconsin, on snow shoes, for them to 
reach their villages. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I know nothing 
of the merits of this case; but, as | understand it, 
a delegation of Indian tribes fs not permitted to 
come here for a purpose of this kind without an 
eXpress permission trom the War Department, 
and I understand they have come in violation of 
that rule. ‘ 

Rb DODGE, (in his seat.) They were ignorant 
of it. 

Mr. YULEE. That may be an excuse for them. 
I would ask if the department has recommended 
this appropriation? 


Mr. AL CHISON. The department has recom- 
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/asmall boon from this Government; to ask of this | mended it; and the Commissioner of 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| hold him by the right hand, and do not mean to let him go, 
We do notask, and he does not desire, that the money be 
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Indian A fia; 
| has made the estimate of expense. ndian Affaire 
| Mr. DAYTON. I wish to inquire whether th 
| estimate made by the Commissioner wil! cover t} : 
expenses? It is proposed to increase the mats 
$6,000, and I desire to be informed on wh 7 
this addition is recommended. 
predicated ? 

Mr. ATCHISON. It is on the rey 
made by the head chiefs themselves, with whom | 
had a conversation this morning. I have a pape 
from them on this point, which I will ask the Seu 
retary to read. 


The Secretary read the communication 

| lows: 
Ai last appeal to our Fathers in Committee Council, 
| Faruers: We have already said to you that we came 
on bebalf of our bands, to obtain a grant of land as a peru 
nent home for them at their present villages. Tis Was our 
first great object, and we hope it will sgne day be done : 

We have also told you that we have Been and are now at 
great expense, and have incurred heavy debts. We hove 
estimated these debts, and the sum necessary to t 
home decently and pay the debts of our tamilies, at $6,099 

We now hear that our father, the Commissioner, jas not 
estimated so much as the above sum as being necessary tp 
our wants. We fear he has not calculated (or the trave} 
from Green Bay, and the additional expenses at this s¢ ason 
of the year. , We reside, many of us, thirty days? marcy 
from Green Bay, beyond that point, in an interior now eoy. 
ered with snow, and whieh will remain thus frozen and 
covered for two or three months yet. We shail need many 
| things, costing much money, to take us home combortably 

from that place. ‘Ihe closest estimate which we can make 
brings the whole amount of debts and expenses for going 
home at $6,000. This will allow us about $50 each for 
clothing, and $100 each to pay the debts of our families at 
home, after paying what we already owe, and the expenses 
of the trip. This is certainly a small allowance; and we 
therefore pray our fathers to give us $6,000, so that we may 
have enough, and we assure them this would allow us but 
little to spare. 

Of the amount which may be appropriated, a certain por. 
tion should be paid immediately to our friend, relative, and 
interpreter, Major Martell, to whom we owe 8500 for money 
advanced and goods furnished, and who is also responsible, 
in his individual capacity, for the debts contracted by us along 
the route. His property in our country, worth $4,000, all 
that he has in the world, is or may be made responsible on 
|; Our account, and we wish to prevent such a loss to hii. 

He came with us at our own solicitation. He has acted 
faithfully toward us, and proved that the confidence we have 
for years placed in him has been well deserved. We hope 
that he may be sent home with us. ‘The appointment of any 
other agent would be a disgrace to our relative, and we shouid 
deserve death at the hands of our people if we did not atleast 
speak a word in his defence. We have already said that we 


al ground 
> 
Upon what 18 it 


rESeNtation 
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placed in bis hands. We all ask, however, that he may not 
be utterly discredited, and a shame brought upon him and all 
of us throygh a belief in evil reports against him, which we 
know are nottrue. He freely trusted us the $500; he freely 
assumed our debts—can we desert him? We hope our fathers 
will lisgm to us. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I know nothing 
of Major Martell, and I would ask if there is any 
| guarantee that the Indians will receive the money? 
[ do. not know the man; and with many of the 
agents who‘come on friendly missions for the In- 
dians I apprehend it may be said of them, as of 
another class of persons, they are ‘like unto the 
thorn-bush, whereunto, when the sheep flee for 
shelter, they leave not the same without leaving a 
part of the fleece.’? I should like to have some 
guarantee that these Indians will receive the amount 
appropriated to them. 

fr. ATCHISON. If I understand the honor- 
able Senator from South Carolina, he is opposed 
to placing this money in the hands of the agent 
now accompanying these chiefs. According to the 
provisions of the resolution, the Secretary of War 
can place the money in the hands of an agent, 
to take charge of it for them on their way to De- 
troit. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. President, my colleague and 
myself have received letters recommendatory of 
Major Martell from gentlemen known to be of 
the highest respectability, and upon whose decla- 
rations the most implicit reliance ean be placed. 
Among those who have introduced him to us by 
letter I refer with pleasure to Captain James May, 
of Pittsburg, Pennsylvaniay well known also to 
yourself, sir, as a gentleman of veracity and of ex- 
alted character. Major Martell was recommended 
to Captain May by the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Cin- 
cinnati, to whom he was avouched for by -his 
a priest at the Sault St. Marie, Michigan, and 

y others in whom he could and did place entire 
confidence. But, sir, whether this important charge 
against Major.Martell be true or not, and whether 
coming highly recommended or not, he is the man 
in whom these Chippewas repose confidence; and, 
as they desire that he should be continued to act 
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yith and for them as their special agent or con- 
ctor, | think that he should not be superseded, 
it that he should be permitted to return with them 
in the same capacity 5 that the money should be 
nlaced in his or thelr own hands, that they may 
‘ce it, a8 they have occasion, to pay off debts 
sirend contracted by them in coming here, and to 
defray their expenses on their return homewards. , 
| hope the resolution will pass. ; 

Mr. ATCHISON. As to the money being 
sjaced in the hands of the proper person, the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs can appoint a safe agent | 
to go part of the way home with them. | 

4 Chippewa Indian, of the name of Chumway, 
velonging to a Canada band, was in the city, and 
wrote a letter to the Commissioner of Indian Af- | 
fairs, which produced some doubt as to the pro- 
nriety of giving this money to Major Martell. So 
far as the tesumony of that Chippewa chief goes, 
i, amounts to this. This is the tale they tell: 
Whilst in Baltimore, Martell was treated by some 
gentlemen there with champagne and other rich 
wine, and as he was not used to any drink stronger 
than whiskey, [laughter,] the consequence was, 
that the next day he had the headache, and was 
indisposed to receive Visits. But, in addition to 
that, they say that they have learned that your 
oreat chiefs and councillors take this beverage 
freely and nothing is said about it. [{Laughter.] 
Atany rate, they have great confidence in Major 
Martell. They say that he is no drunkard; that 
this thing happened for the first and only time at 
Baltimore. But, lest there may be some cause of | 
complaint, we propose that some discreet person 
shall see to the disbursement of this sum. 

Mr. KING. Is there an Indian agent residing 
at this station? 

Mr. ATCHISON. There is a sub-agent. 

Mr. KING. It is proper to say, that Congress || 
has acted on the ‘principle of discountenancing the 
practice of Indians coming to Washington for pur- 
poses of this kind, except through the agents; 
otherwise, we would be liable to have Indians | 
coming here and asking for what they are not en- 
utled to. In this case they may be entitled to what | 
they ask from Government; but, sir, if you give | 
this money, it is all important that you give it to | 
the people themselves. 1 know nothing about this | 
man, but | know how these things are sometimes | 
brought about; how the Indians are deceived; and | 
that in many instances these white men who come 





here, and make such a show of friendship for the 
Indians, pocket two-thirds of the money, and the 
Indians get none. All Lask is, that these Indians 
be provided for, and that all over and above what 
is necessary to defray their expenses be distributed | 
to the Indians by the agent residing there, and || 
that you will not allow this man to have it, to put || 
itin his own pocket, provided he comes here, as | 
many do, for this purpose. I trust the joint reso-. | 
iuuon may be so amended as to guard against the || 
possibility of this individual’s pocketing the money. || 
Mr. ATCHISON. L agree to the .propriety of || 
guarding this money, and hope it will be so-ar- | 
ranged that, if there is anything over and above || 
what is necessary to pay expenses, the agent )| 
should pay the rest to the chiefs themselves. 
Mr. FELCH. Mr. President, I desire to say a || 
word in reference to the agent spoken of by the | 
honorable Senator from Alabama. The Chip- 
pewa tribes once owned most of the territory em- 
braced in Michigan, and a large portion of Wis- 
consin, ‘There is no agent residing with the bands | 
who are now represented here. ‘The Chippewas 
are residing in several different bands, some im the | 
country on the borders of Lake Superior, and | 
some on the banks of the Mississippi, and in the 
intermediate region, the northwest, in a country | 
extending over a vast territory. ‘There is a sub- | 
agent residing at La Point, on Lake Superior. | 
These tribes whom these chiefs represent are 
scattered over a wide region, and have little com- | 
munication with the agent at Detroit or the sub- 
agent at the Point. As regards these Indians, 
they have complained many years of a want of 
attention to some matters of importance to them, | 
that they desired to have represented to the Gov-- 
ernment. One was, for instance, that in the dis- | 
tribution of the amount of their annuities, the 
half-breeds were allowed to participate, to the 
injury of the Indians themselves. hat is one; 
and then they have asked that they may have 
lands and own them for cultivation, and become 
ciuzens, Another complaint was, a bad selection 


i 





anogher agent. 


| out of their transactions with them« ! 
| instance, it seems to me, that having come here in 


| course of this Government. 
these Indians home without granung this sum, 
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of goods, with which they were furnished under 


the treaty. Several of these matters have been sub- 


jects of complaint for years, and not understanding 


well the usages of the Government, they thought 
it best to come to make their appeal in person. 
Now, as to the agent who comes with them, whom 
they calla brother, | know little of him personally. 
1 have heard of him, and know something of him 
by reputation. | know enough of his reputation 


at home to sauisfy me that he is not in the habit of 


intoxication, and moreover, that he has not got up 
this expedition for the sake of the money, and that 
the chief Indians have come, not at their solicitation 
or his, but by the desire of their tribes assembled 
m council. ‘hey first requested this man, who is 
connected with the tribe, to come alone, and pre- 
pared for him credentials as their agent. He re- 
fused to come, and finally they concluded to come 


| themselves, and solicited him to accompany them. 
That is the position in which he stands here, and 


in reference to these chiefs. ‘The resolution under 
discussion fully guards against a wrong use of the 
money by him or others. It leaves ia the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs to decide whether it 
shall be put into his hands or into the hands of 
This gives a full guarantee that 
whatever money shall be given, it will be used for 


| the purpose for which it was appropriated. 1 hope 


the amendment will be adopted. If 1 understand 


| it, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in making 
| his estimate of $3,000, haS allowed only suthcient 


to pay their necessary expenses already incurred, 
and for their return towards home as far as De- 
troit, where they will be left thirty days’ journey 
from their residences. Now, the amendment pro- 


| posed by the honorable Senator from Missouri, 
| making up the sum to $6,0U0, I think will cover 


only what will be necessary to pay all the expenses 
of the journey. ; 
The head chiefs are now come here in the season 


| of hunting, relinquishing, at tlre request of their 
| bands, the pursuit of game necessary for the sup- 


port of their families, whom®hey have left without 
support, and under the necessity of obtaining credit 
for their necessary subsistance from the Indian 
traders. It seems to me that itis no more than 


| right that this compensation should be made now. 
| They were under the necessity to obtain an outfit 


to come here. I am for checking all these Indian 
appropriations, so far as can be done with propriety. 
I look with suspicion on many proposals which are 


| made here for appropriations of money to Indian 


tribes, and to individuals claiming rights growing 
But, in this 


perfect good faith, and only asking what is neces- 
sary to meet their expenses, It 1s but due tou them 


| and this Government to carry out the same liberal 


and just policy which has hitherto marked the 
Why, sir, to send 


although they may have been mistaken as to their 
interest in coming, to send them home in+ad hu- 


‘| mor, and disaffected with our Government, and 
feeling that there was a want of liberality towards | 
them, would be bad policy on our part, and a wrong | 
|| and injustice to them. 


The question being put upon the amendment, 
upon a division it was agreed to: Ayes 26, noes 
not counted. 

The joint resolution was then reported to the 
Senate. 

Mr. KING. I was under the impression that 
the eesolution was to be further amended. As it 
now stands, the six thousand dollars will go into 
the hands of the individual who accompanied the 
Indians to this place. 


Mr. ATCHISON. Yes, it will go into the hands | 


of this agent to the extent that may be necessary 
to defray their expenses; and if there should be 
any surplus, I suppose it will go to the Indians 
themselves. But 1 am quite willing that the reso- 
lution should be further amended, as the Senator 
from Alabama proposes, so that the money shall 
be paid over to the Indians themselves by the Su- 

rintendent of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BUTLER. | would suggest that there 


ought to be some mode of compelling this agent | 


to account for the money. 
Mr. ATCHISON. That I suppose may readily 
be done. 


The question was then taken upon the engross- | 


ment; and the joint resolution was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third ume. 
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The bill was then, by unanimous consent, read 
a third time and passed. 


PRIVATE BILLS—=-MRS. DIX. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louistana, moved to take 
up for consideration the bill granting a pension to 
Mrs. Dix, widow of the late Colonel Dix of the 
United States army. 

Mr. MASON. [ understand that this day is 
set apart by a resolution for the consideration of 
bills on the private calendar. I hope that order 
will be adhered to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, This is a private bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the opinion 
of the Chair, this is such a bill as comes within 
the meaning of the resolution, and it is competent 
for the Senator from Louisiana to move to take it 
up. 

Mr. HALE. If hope it will not be taken up. 
There are other cases as meritorious, and there is 
no reason why this should be taken up out of its 
order. If the honorable chairman does not make 
the motion, I shall myself, that in proceeding with 
the bills on the private calendar, we consider those 
only which will give rise to no debate. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Most of the bills on the pri- 
evate calendar are House bills, and they cay be 
acted upon at any time. ‘The one I refer to is a 
Senate bill, and, unless we act upon it soon, there 
may not be time for its passage through the House, 
I presume that it will give rise to no debate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope the motion 
of the Senator from Louisiana will be agreed to, 
and that we will pass the bill without another 
word of debate. 

The motion was, on a division, agreed to—ayes 
30, noes not counted. 

And the Senate proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish thechairman of the 
Committee on Pensions to inform me, the Senate, 
and the country, whether this is not the entering 
wedge for a new system of pensions. | wish to 
know, sir, whether widows of all the officers in the 
army who may die, not in the service, or rather not 
of wounds received in the service, or of disease 
contracted in the service, but who die from disease 
contracted like the ordinary citizens of the country, 

| are to be pensioned or not? | see no reason, sir, why 
Mrs. Harney, Mrs. Jesup, and all the other widows 
of offiters of the army should not receive pensions 
as wellas Mrs. Dix, when their husbands died under 
| similar circumstances. There are cases in which 
officers have died heretofore in the same way— 
that is, when not in service, and from disease not 
contracted during service—and, if this bill passes, 
I should be disposed to give pensions in those 
| cases also, if they are equally meritorious in other 
respects. This mode of selecting special cases, 
instead of passing a general law, is a course of 
legislation that I am opposed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I had hoped 
that this bill would pass without the slightest ob- 
jection. Colonel -Dix was one of those gallant 
officers who were educated at West Point, and 

| who contributed so much to the success of our arms 
in Mexico. The whole of those gallant officers 
_who were educated at that institution, and who 
| served in Mexico, were highly distinguished for 
their skill and bravery. In the battle at Buena 
Vista, two of them, Colonels McKee and Clay, 
fell gloriously in the discharge of their duty, cov- 
ered with imperishable renown. Another, after a. 
high display of military skill and bravery, fell dan- 
gerously wounded, but still lives, and is now an 
ornament to this Senate. Colonel Dix, then a ma- 
jor, was in the thickest of the fight, and displayed 
great bravery. He was greatly exposed, and 
| almost miraculously escaped uninjured. In the 

reports of the Commanding Generals, Major Dix 

is noticed in terms of high commendation, and is 
| represented as having rendered very valuable aid 
| by his galiantry in rallying the troops which had 
|| been thrown. into confusion, and were retreating, 
| in consequence of a violent charge by a large force 
| of the enemy. He received a brevet for his gallant 
conduct on that occasion. In fact, no officer was 
more distinguished for his bravery. 
4 Colonel Dix died not on the field of battle, but 
| he died on his return home from Mexico, in the 
public service, in.the line of his duty, by a disease 
contracted by exposure while in the service; and 
| his wife and children, who are in indigent circum- 
| stances, are justly entitled to a pension, and I feel 
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for her relief. A pension was not allowed by the 
Commissioner of Pensions, on the ground that the 
case did not strictly come within the letter of the 
law; but if the claim does not come within the letter, 
it certainly comes within the spirit and intention of 
the law.‘ A number of cases, not as strong, and of 
less merit, have been provided for by special acts 
of Congress. The committee were unanimously 
in favor of the bill. : 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It is a matter, sir, in 
which, if I were to consult the feelings of my 
heart, | would vote in favor of this bill, and in 
favor of every other bill that proposed pensions to 
widows. Sir, | would not discriminate; but | 
want some principle upon which I can base my 
vote, that wall stand the test of the scrutiny of my 

if 1 am correctly informed, this 
gentiewman died of cholera. ‘That is the disease 
that carried him off; and dying in that way, upon 
what principle i6 it that you are to pension his 
widow? lonly say, that if the example is set, it 
will amount to this: that the widow of any meri- 
torious officer who has served gallantly, as the 
Senator from Louisiana has very properly said of 
Major Dix, will claim the same privilege. Now, 
if this is to be the result, we ought to have a gen- 
eral bill upon the subject at ence. Sir, I shall not 
detain the Senate to argue against the feelings 
which animate the bosoms of us all upon a ques- 
tion of mere policy, because | know how hopeless 
the task is. All 1 ask is, that the yeas and nays 
may be taken on the question. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. ‘The statement 
mit forth by the Senator from Kentucky |Mr. 
Semen perhaps needs some reply; and in 
that reply | would not appeal simply to the Sen- 
ator’s heurt, or assert that Justice should fall in 
order that Charity might rise. It is a case whi h 
comes so nearly within the provisions of the law, 
that my opinion was fhat it ought to be allowed at 
the auditing department. This officer, aiter long 
service in the Mexican war, returned to the United 
States, where he was immediately put on duty, 
and remained on duty in connection with the troops 
then being disbanded in the service. Just after 
having closed the payment of the troops, and while 
on his way to Washington to make his last return, 
when he would have been released from all further 
duty in connection with the Mexican war, he was 
seized by a fatal disease, contracted from exposure 
while thus performing his last duty as an officer 
of the army, and died, The case comes plainly 
within the law allowing pensions to the widows 
and orphans of those who die on their way to the 
United States, and who by that law are enutled to 
the benefit of the general pension fund. This officer 
had not yet returned to his home, and it was while 
he was in the performance of daties growing out 
of the war with Mexico that he contracted the dis- 
ease that terminated his life. Itis because the case 
does not come within the strict letter of the law 
that it has been made an exception, and comes 
before the Senate as a special bill. In my estima- 
tion, however, it comes fully within the scope and 
spirit of the general law. if is too plain a case to 
be made a precedent of in the way the Senator 
from Kentucky suggests. 

‘Lhe bill was then reported to the Senate, was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, aid 
was read a third time. 

The question being on its passage— 

Mr. UNDERWOUD called for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. KING. My friend from Mississippi [Mr. 
Davis] appears to take issue with the general sen- 
timent expressed by the Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Unpenwoop.} But | agree with the Senator 
from Kentucky that we should certainly stop short 

at some period—and no ume is more appfopriate 
than. the present—of pensioning the widows of all 
persons who shall die a natural death, however 
gallant may have been their services. If that will 
be the consequence of the passage of this bill, it 
is certainly setung the precedent tor expenditures 
to which there wall be scarcely any limit. | have 
studied from its commencement the operation of 
the pension law. We commenced with granting 
pensions to the widows of particular individuals 
whose lives were sacrificed while rendering meri- 
torious and gallant service to the country. We 
went on step by step, until we began to pension 
the widows of those officers an 


constituents, 


persuaded that the Senate will not reject the bill || 


* 


soldiers who | 








assigned was that, whilst their husbands were 


fighting the battles of their couptry, they were 
left at home to take care of the family, and sub- 
jected to many difficulties and hardships; to this 
I did not object. Then came a law pensjoning 
all the widows of officers and soldiers who had 
married many years after the war. ‘Thus the pen- 
sion list bas continued to swell year after year, 
without any cessation or step to it, and without 
coming to any point beyond which we can see a 
limit to the systéMm of pensions. If this is a case 
which will open a door to the pensioning of all 
widows of officers who die a natural death in the 
service of the country, there will be no end to pen- 
sions so long as the Government lasts. It invelves 
a principle which has never heretofore been estab- 
lished, and which | think never ought to be. I 
very much question whether the statement of the 
Senator from Mississippi would take this case out 
of the general provision that would apply to ail 
cases of officers dying a natural death while in the 
service. It is true, this individual, on returnmg to 
tfis country¥@was assigned to the discharge of du- 
ties in the line ef his profession at New Orleans, 
but other officers have died while engaged in the 
performance of duties at other points of the couggry ; 
and they will die, as we must all die. l ask my 


honorable friend from Mississippi if the widow of 


an officer who has performed duty regularly at 
points to which he has been assigned, should die 
a year after its performance, and before he shall 
have reached his place of residence, is not equally 
entitled to a pension? 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. With the permis- | 


sion of the Senator from Alabama, I will state the 
point of distinction; it is this: If the officer should 
be continued on duty without an opportunity to go 
home to rejoin his family and arrange his domestuc 
affairs, by making such provision for his family as 
has been rendered necessary by his absence during 
the war with Mextco—if he should not have been 
ata post or elsewhere in a condition to put his 
house in order before @arting on that journey from 
which no traveler returns, but, on the contrary, 
been kept, by the order of his superiors, constant- 


ly on duty connected with events growing out of 


the war with Mexico, and whilst so employed had 
contracted a disease of which he died, his case 
differs very little from that of an officer dying on 


the voyage home, amd is very dissimilar io that of 


one who had returned to his post or permanent 
station, and comes clearly within the spirit of the 
provision for those who died whilst returning to 
their homes. 

Mr. KING. Does not the honorable Senator 
perceive that there are numerous officers who have 
returned from Mexico, who have not had an op- 
portunity of returning to their families and putting 
their aflairs in order, but have been placed on duty 
in various portions of the United Surtes? 
you put it upon the principle that where they have 
once returned and been placed on duty—and the 
officer is transferred from, point to point wherever 
military service requires—if you put it upon the 
principle that where an officer is placed upon duty 
and is thereby prevented from returning home, 
and dies while thus in service, his widow is en- 
titled to receive a pension, | ask my honorable 
friend how he can distinguish the present froma 
ease happening two or three years hence, should 
an application be made for a pension, because the 
oticer had not had an opportunity of returning 
to his family? Sir, it 18 not a principle that will 
bear investigation. It is coming to this: Are you 
prepared to pension the widow of every officer 
who returns from Mexico and dies a natural 
death? That is the end of it. There are many 
officers who have neither wives nor children; and 
suppose they should get married while on their 
way home, and die shortly after their marriage, 
before reaching what they might call home: would 
you deprive their young wives of a pension, or 
would you give itthem? I see very great difficul- 
ues that may arise from the establishment of this 
preeedent. Colonel Dix was, doubtless, a gallant 
and meritorious officer, and discharged all his duties 
with fidelity, and in a manner to confer distinction 
upon himself and honor upon his country; and if 
I consulted my own feelings upon this occasion, | 
would say, with the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Unperwoop,] give to his representa- 
tives a pension, and give them liberally; give liber- 
ally to the wives and children of all those who 


had served in the revoluonary war; the season || have served their country—givethem.as much es 
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try in the world if we should go on adopt 


| lishing any principle. 


| fear that my explanation to the honorable 
| from Alabama was very imperfectly given, 


| his family in the event of his death is con 


| a permanent post, constitutes the home of the 


_ Feb. 15, 
we can spare from the treasury. ac: 


Bat, si 
- » Sit 
would exhaust the treasury of almos So 


t any Coun. 


ing 8Va. 


tem after system, or rather without an 


2. S on 8Yal 
at all, exercising our liberal feelings widen oe 


I OUL estah. 
cannot see how we can 


vote for this case, and refuse hereafter to vote for 
all cases that may be passa, even though the 
officers may die years hence. 


Mr. DAVIS of Mississippi. Mr. President, | 


Senator 


; because 
he argues from premises I certainly never |aid doy 


L never argued that a soldier is not at home when 


at his post; yet, so far as arranging the affairs of 


- . erned 
some fixed residence, some point of rest, such as 


J “ sol. 
dier. The Senator, therefore, argues from the 


position of a soldier reaching a permanent hoine 
and being at home. In answer to this, I say that 
Colonel Dix was never at a permanent home- 
that he was ever wandering like Noah’s dove, me 
search of a point on which to rest; that he wag 
literally in a state of transit, as much so as if he 
had died at sea on board a transport vessel. My 
own construction of the law would have included 
this case; I would have considered Colonel Dix 
as returning from Mexico.*Such, I was informed, 


| however, by the honorable Senator who first took 


charge of this case, was not the construction put 
upon it by thedepartment. They held that, afer 


| he had returned to the United States, the law was 


| satisfied. 
| never having been relieved from duty, being kept 


It strikes me, however, that this officer 


constantly on duty, without any chance of reac))- 
ing a fixed point for making provision for his 
family, the case comes clearly within the spirit of 


| the law, if not exactly within its letter; and that 
| the case js not such as the honorable Senator from 


Alabama considers, when he raises the question 
of every officer, when he gets to a fixed post, which 
is the home of the soldier, so much so, indeed, that 
it is even 

Mr. BUTLER, (interposing.) Wat would be 
the law if officers died on board of a vessel before 
they reached the United States? 

Mr. DAVIS. In such an event, their case would 
be included within the law. If an officer dies on 
his way home, according to the construction put 
upon the law by the Commissioner of Pensions, 
no application to Congress would be necessary. 





| The whole merit of this case rests simply upon the 





question, whether this officer was so far prevented 
from returning to his home as to come within the 
spirit of the law, so as to give his widow and 
children a pension, as it would have done had he 
died on board a transport vessel before reaching the 
United States? 

Mr. CAMERON. I desire to know whether 
Colonel Dix had not been in the United States 
some time after the war, previous to his death? It 
strikes me that he had been in Washington during 
the past year; sent here, | think, on special busi- 
ness. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will answer the Senator that 
Colonel Dix was in Washington during the war 


| and after the war. He was a paymaster, and came 


here for funds, came here for orders, ing back- 
wards and forwards, in the field, and in the United 
States, receiving funds, having devolved on him 
the most arduous duties of any paymaster in the 


| service. But the whole merit of the case rests 


upon the fact, that after the war with Mexico ter- 
minated, he never had an opportunity to arrange 
his private affairs. 


Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, as I under- 


| stand the case, the answer of the honorable Sen- 


ator from Mississippi has certainly destroyed all 
claim to a pension on the part of the representa 
tives of Colonel Dix. It seems that that officer 
had been in the country nearly a year after the 
termination of the war, was here backwards and 
forwards upon such duty as the Government as- 
signed him. He certainly did-not die while returi- 
ing from the seat of war. He had left the seat of 
war, had returned here, spent months here, and 
went to other places—— : 
Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) That was during 


the war. : 
Mr. CAMERON. He came here after the wart 


also, and went back again—— 3 
Mr. DAVIS, (interposing.) That was during the 
ico after the war. 


war. Hedid not return to 
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“Mr. CAMERON. He came here, went back, 
and came again, and then went to Tennessee, or 


=] 


sol 


volunteers. He had actually been months, per- 


haj . 
of wer, before his death took place. 
Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, this case, it 
onears to me, does not come within the pro- 


a vo : 
ysions and principles either of the general law, or 


of any special law. In the general pension law | 


‘here was no provision giving pensions to the 
widows of army Officers who died of disease con- 
tracted while in the service, though there was a 
rovision granting pensions, under similar cireum- 
stances, to the widows of naval officers. In July, 
ind, we made a special law, and to the provisions 


of this law I call the attention of the Senate. That | 
law gives * pensions to the widows of officers who | 
‘had died since the first day of April, 1846, or | 


‘who may die during the war-with Mexico, from 
‘wounds received, or from disease contracted, while 
‘in the line of duty.’’ That was not the case with 
Colonel Dix. He did not die during the war with 
Mexico, either of wounds received or of disease 
contracted. But there was a proviso, which says: 


“ Provided, Said death has occurred, or may hereafter 


sa year, in the country, after leaving the seat’ 


ae CO 


ne other State in the West, to pay off some | 


\ 
| 


| 


oceur, While said officers, &c., were in the service of the | 


ited States, in the line of duty, or while returning to their 
sane a discharge upon a surgeon’s certificate for disa- 
wility incurred from wounds received or disease contracted 
while in the line of duty, or while on theirmarch to join the 
army in Mexico.” 

The intention of the act seems to have been to 
grant pensions to-the widows of those who died 
during the war with Mexico, or even after the war 
with Mexico, if they were returning to their usual 
places of residence in the United States, under the 
peculiar circumstances mentioned in the proviso; 
ihat is to say, returning under a discharge, upon 
a surgeon’s certificate, for disability. Now, this 
does not appear to be the case in this instance. I 
think, therefore, that the bill does not come either 
within the letter or the spirit of any general or 
special law. 1 know but ene case similar to this, 
Iv is the case of Mrs. McCrea, which is precisely 
like the present case. The Senate, a year ago, 
granted a pension to Mrs. McCrea. The act by 
which it was granted was passed, as the Senator 
from North Carolina said, by an appeal to our 
hearts and not to our heads. Th 


sion is not based upon any general or special law. 
Mr. WALKER. Bz President, I have no 
doubt many other Senators feel much disposéd to 
vote for this bill, and were I to consult my own 
feelings L should most undoubtedly do so. I do 
not intend, however, to be guided by them, but 


rather to look upon this question as to its bearings | 


upon the treasury and upon the institutions of the 
country, Before the honorable Senator from Ma- 
ryland made his remarks | was reflecting and trying 
tomake up my mind as to what kind of a case 
this was, and 1 must confess that | was somewhat 
puzzled. It appears, however, from what that 
Senator has said, that the law provides pensions 
for the widows of those who have died, or who 
shall die, in the service of the country in the war 
with Mexico, from wounds received, or from dis- 
eases contracted while they are returning home. 
Now, there is a single question to be put in this 
case, and I will put it: Was Colonel: Dix, when 
he took the disease of which he died, and when he 
died, returning home from the war with Mexico? 
That is one question. Did he die while returning 
from the war with Mexico to his home? and if so, 
did he die of a disease contracted during the war, 
or while yet in the service of the country connect- 
ed with that war? For myself, sir, I cannot see 
how he could have died of adisease thus contracted 
within the spirit of the law—within the meaning 
of the law itself. So far as we have had any reports 
of this matter—and I know of no report by the 
committee to the contrary—Colonel Bix died of 
the cholera. He had been stationed on duty at 
New Orleans, and, as the Senator from Mississippi 
tells us, in coming from-New Orleans to this place 
to settle his accounts, he took the disease, or the 
disease developed itself upon him, of which he 
died. Well, now, let me ask the Senator from 
Mississippi this question: Does he know whether 
Colonel Dix, after he had discharged the duty for 
which he was coming to Washington, after he 
lad setiled his accounts, would have departed 
from this city to his home, or would he not, on the 


iS seems to be the 
case in the present instance, as the claim fora pen- | 


ial places of residence in the United States, after having | 





contrary, have returned, as he often had done be- 
| fore, to his previous post of duty, New Orleans? 

| «Mr. DAVIS. In answering the Senator’s ques- 
| tion, | would say that I had no personal knowl- 
| edge of the deceased. | understand, however, that 
he had children in Boston, whom he had not seen 
for a considerable period. This being the case, I 

| have no doubt but that, as an affectionate father, 
he would, as soon as relieved from duty, have 
gone to see his children. 

Mr. WALKER. | think the Senator’s pre- 
sumption a fair one. It is highly probable that 
Colonel Dix would, as soon as his duty would 
have permitted, have gone on to see his family. 
But, sir, was the point at which death arrested 
him a point in his progress from the seat of war 
in Mexico to that home? Was he arrested by 
death while passing from the seat of war to his 
home, and while traveling for the purpose of re- 
turning home? Notatall. The answer amounts 
but to this at the most: that Colonel Dix, having 
settled his accounts, or whatever business he had 
here being completed, would have we a visil to 
his family. ‘That is all that it amounfS to, sir, and 
it is all that it can be made to amount to. 

Well, sir, knowing the merits of that officer, | 
knowing the manner in which he served his coun- 
try in the war with Mexico, knowing his reputa- 
uion for being one who in every place discharged 
his duty faithfully and ably, | feel it in my heart to 
go as far as any one can go, consistently with his 
duty to the whole country, in vouung a pension to 
his widow. And I do most sincerely wish that | 
could feel it within the scope of my duty-to vote 
for this pension. I would not be one to regret to 
see this made a general rule. I would like to see 
the widow of every meritorious officer, and the 
widow of every meritorious soldier, that has fallen | 
under similar circumstances, receive a measure of 
their support from the treasury of the United 
States. Were I to consult only my own feelings, I 
would not regret to see this done; for if there ts 
anything under Heaven that excites my commis- 
eration, it is the widow or the orphan children | 
in suffering and distress, exposed to want, indi- | 
gence, and penury, whose husband and whose | 
father has fallen in the defence of his country, or 
in a minor post of duty connected with that de- 
fence. Sir, appealing to my feelings alone, | say 
that every one of them should receive something 
to smooth the path of life, and remove them from 
the sufferings attendant upon poverty. But it isa 
solemn question presented to ug now: Shall we 
take this step in relauion to Mrs, Dix? Itis a case 
that strongly appeals to us; perhaps a stronger 
case can never be presented; and if the precedent 
is to be set, if we are to take this step, i are to 
vote pensions under these circumstances, now 1s 
the moment for us to decide upon our policy in 
regard to this matter. If this precedent is now to 
be set, by which the pension laws are to be ex- 
tended beyond their present scope, let them be 
extended to the extent to which | said | would not 


1 


regret to see them extended. And if it be the feel- | 


ing of Senators that they will settlethis question, 
and go thus far in extending the pension laws of 
the country, let it be now done; let this pension 
be granted. But, sir, if this be done, when others | 
come up here, who have no less nervous sensibili- 
ties, who have experienced no less suffering, who 
have lost husbands and fathers no less dear, let | 
gentlemen not turn a deaf ear to their supplications, 
and say they cannot vote to grant their requests 
and alleviate their distresses; but when the poor 
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Mr. HALE. Mr. President, when this bi}i was 
called up by the chairman of the committee, I 
thought that | should vote for it. I then meant to 
do so, but I shall now vote against it. It is ad- 


, mitted that there is no law authorizing the pension 


we are now called upon to grant. § It is a special 
case; and, sir, | must allude to some circumstances 
which I would gladly refrain from mentioning. If 
we are going to make a gratuity, we had better be 
careful and discriminate the objects who are to re- 
ceive the gratuity. lunderstand that Colonel Dix 
left children as well as a widow; and, if this bill is 
to pass, | should very much prefer that the pension 
should be granted for the benefit of his children. I 
heard, sir—I do not know the truth of it, but Lam 
compelled to say it, though with great regret———- 

Mr. BUTLER, (interposing.) Don’t savy it, then. 

Mr. HALE. Well, L will not say it, bat IT will 
move that this bill may be laid aside for the pres- 
ent, in order that | may find out whether I had 
not better say it. 1 will move, therefore, to post- 
pone the further consideration of this bill until 
to-morrow, and take up the private calendar; and, 
on that motion, I ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, is the motion 
to postpone the further consideration of this bill 
until to-morrow ? 

PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

Mr. BENTON, The question to postpone until 
to-morrow is hardly a debatable question. Bat 
the yeas and nays have been called on that motion, 
and the question is thus rendered, in etfect, final, 
so far as the bill is concerned. 1 do net wish to 
do that which is disorderly, but a call for the yeas 
and nays on a short term of postponement is equiv- 
alent to a final disposition of the bill. Such a call 
has a meaning, and it means a final settlement of 
the question. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator will allow me I will 
explain my motion. [ moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until to-merrew, 
and proceed go take up the private calendar; and, 
on that motion, | called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, what I have to 
say to the Senate is, that this is no new bill; that [ 
have been in favor of the principle of this bill, and 
in favor of the application of that principle both in 
mass to the widows of American officers, and in 

‘detail; that [ have often expressed myself to that 
eifect upon this floor; that | have called upon the 
Senate a great many times to give me a reason why 
the widow of the naval officer should receive pen- 
sions during life—for that is the effect of our laws 
—and the widow of the land officer receive nothing. 
In the beginning there was some reason for the 
difference; in the beginning there was a naval pen- 
sion fund made up out of prize captures, from which 
widows of naval officers received their pensions. 
But we all know that that fund was exhausted 
many years ago, and the widows of naval officers 
were put upon the treasury from five years to five 
years. They were first put upon the treasury for 
five years, and at the end of the first five years they 
were put on for five years more, as a matter of 
course. I do not know whether it has gone to 
three terms of five years or not; but whether or not 
it has gone to three terms of five years, you might 
just as well consider that it has, for it will be sare 


|, to be renewed from time todime. 


Now, sir, | come back to the point. I say life 
is life, and the land officer who dies is just as much 
entitled to have provision made for the support of 
his family as has the naval officer. I admit there 


and ‘humble wife of the brave and deserving sol- || was some difference while we had a naval pension 


dier, and the wife of the gallant and meritorious 
officer, shall come before us, let us bear in mind 
the precedent we set, and vote that which is ic 
contribute to the alleviation of their wants as lib- 


erally and with as much feeling as we now vote | 


this pension. 

Sir, 1 can hardly take my seat without express- 
ing a’wish that this bill may pass, so strongly are 
my feelings enlisted in its favor; and it is only from 


a sense of duty, in view of the magnitude of the || 


precedent now about to be set, that | have opened 
my lips in opposition to it. Itis a great precedent, 
and one for us now to reflect upon. e should 
bear in mind that we ought not to depart from it 
when similar cases come up before us, although 
the recipients of our favor may not be so distin- 
guished, nor occupy so high a position in society, 
as the individual whose case we now have under 
consideration. 


| fund, out of which they got their pensions; but for 
| adozen years at least we have had no such fund, 
|| and the widows of naval officers now receive their 
pensions out of the treasury. And, Mr. President, 
if it should happen that the youngest officer in the 
| navy was to marry to-day and die to-morrow, and 
| never see service, his widow takes a pension, while 
}| the oldest land officer, who has worn out his whole 
| life in the service of his country, leaving a Widow 
|| and children, and perhaps grandchildren, when he 
| dies their bread is stopped as the breath goes out 
of his body. Sir, there is no reason or foundation 
| for this difference; and | have voted in detail, and 
| in the gross, for putting the widows of land officers 
'on the same footing with the widows of naval 
officers. I shall continue to stand upon that prin- 
ciple. 
1 Mir. METCALFE. Mr. President, however 
\| worthy of our serious and sober consideration the 
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great question may be whether we should not pass 
a general law embracing every case like this, it 
seems to me that this partial method of legislation 
is exceedingly exceptionable, and ought to be SO, 
to the people of this country. W hat ts the differ- 
ence, i ask, between the widow of this disuin- 
guished, and no doubt excellent and gallant officer, 
and the widow of Colonel Croghan? If Il nghtly 
understand, he recently died of the cholera at New 
Orleans, where he was in the service of his coun- 
try. And how many, can we tell how many rep- 
resentatives of individual soldiers, who have died 
in like manner, will press forward and insist upon 
it that a law embracing their cases shall be passed? 
If, then, i shall be the opinion of this Senate, or 
of the Congress, that we cannot with propriety 
pass a general law embracing all similar cases, 
why should we attempt to pass a law embracing 
an imdividual case, that of the widow of a disun- 
guished and gallant officer, to be sure, who died 
almost within sight of this Capitol, as | may say, 
and with whose family every heart must syimpa- 
thize. For my own part, | do not know, how- 
ever, whether this pension ought to be given en- 
tirely and exclusively to the widow, or in part to 
the children. 

Mr. President, I have conducted my mind to the 
conclusion, that the greatest danger of this Repub- 
lic is to result from its extravagance in expend- 
tures. Year after year we advance a little and 
a little further in our extravagances, forgetful that 
every appropriation we make, no matter for what 
purpose, 8 to Increase the taxes upon the people 
in some form or other. I do think that we are 
moving on in this way, taking up here an indi- 
vidual case because it excites our sympathies with- 
out much regard to principle, until at last we shall 
overstride all the powers that were originally in- 
tended to be conferred upon us by the Constitution 
of our country. Who 1a it that we shall not sad- 
dle as pensioners upon our country, in some shape 
or form, if we go on in this way? If we continue 
in this course, it will soon be here a#in Europe— 
one-half of our countrymen will be reduced to a 
state of absolute starvation in order to support the 
residue. 

‘To what else it is owing now that in Europe we 
see such a state of things at present? It results 
from the corruptions of the past, from the manner 
in which favoritism has been extended to particu- 


lar families, and from the advantages which have | 


been given to capital over labor in a thousand 
instances in those countries. 


But 1 do not wish to detain the Senate upon | 


such a subject. 1 know it is a question in which 
a man must be considered exceedingly hardened 
if he does not, at once, consent to allow money to 
be taken out of the public treasury for the purpose 
of relieving the necessities of the applicant. But 
the Senate should seriously reflect upon the steps 
we are so rapidly taking. I do believe, in the sin- 
cerity of my heart, that if this Republic is des- 
tined to go to ruin—and I hope it will be long be- 
fore that event shall take place—if ever so great a 
misfortune is to be experienced by the world, itis 
to be more in consequence of the manner in which 
the public funds are used than any other cause. I 
believe, in the Sincerity of my heart, that all the 
avitation now alive in this country upon the sub- 
ject of slavery, all the divisions and excitements 
that have been created between the northern and 
southern sections of the country, will never be 
half as dangerous to the perpetuity of this Repub- 
lic as this practice that we are getting into. = In- 
deed, this seems to be the practice of all Govern- 
ments; as they grow older they grow more loose 
in regard to these matters. 1 repeat that I cannot 
see any difference between the case of the distin- 
guished Colone! Croghan and that of Colonel Dix, 
and I would ask the Senate if there may not be 
hundreds, perhaps thousands of cases of equal 
merit with this? If not, then | am greatly mis- 
taken; and, if I am right in this opinion, let us 


pass a general law that will embrace all similar ) 


cases, or else pass no law at all. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, | am so much 
in the practice of following the judgment of the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] that it is 
with great reluctance | differ with him on the pres- 
ent occasion. But, sir, his whole argument, to 
my mind, seemed to be, that because we did wrong 
in the beginning, and were still doing wrong to 
naval officers, we should extend that wrong to the 


| terested in them, but which as they grow older are 


| . | occupy any portion of the time of this body, but 
army. Itseems, that in the early history of our || it seems to me that | would be doing injustice, not 
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country, a naval pension fund was established by 
our navy, froma portion of the pay of the officers 
and men, which was yearly set aside for the pur- 
pose, and from which fund the officers and sailors 
received their pensions. By some means or other, 
that fund was lost, and the Government com- 
menced paying these naval pensions out of the 
treasury; and because that has been, the Senator 
from Missouri would pension the whole army, or 
the family of every officer who happens to die. 

Now, sir, in this case, it seems to me there is | 
not a shadow of a claim. This gentleman, dis- 
unguished as he was—and he was very distin- 
guished for his private virtues, and for his gal- | 
lantry in the hour of danger—who had been in the | 
country, passing from one place to another, for | 
months, perhaps for a year, in the ordinary dis- 
charge of his duty, died, like any other citizen | 
might have died, by the way-side, by a disease | 
contracted on his journey. For that reason, the | 
Senator from Missouri would give to his family a 
pension. Sir, | would have no objection to pen- 
sion every i@y, or the descendants of everybody | 
who have fought and bled for their country, if we || 
had money enough.to do so. But, sir, all the | 
money in our treasury—all the sweat and toil of | 
our laboring men, tax them as you might—could | 
not get money enough to give pensions to every- | 
body that would ask for them. By pursuing this | 
system, we shall, by-and-by, have everybody | 
knocking at our doors for pensions. This brings || 
to nvry mind a case much stronger than that of 
Colonel Dix. 

A poor man in my neighborhood, John Bowyer | 
by name, entered the army as a private soldier, a | 
volunteer. He fought in every battle from Vera | 
Cruz to the city of Mexico. He was discharged | 
at the close of the war, but on his way home he | 
became sick from a disease which he had contracted | 
during the war, and lingered in the hospital at New 
Orleans, and every other place in which he could 
obtain shelter; and in wandering here to obtain his 
bounty land, he fell down exhausted from disease | 
and fatigue upon the track of a railway, and was 
killed by a locomotive. He left a widow and chil- | 
dren to mourn his untimely fate, but no man would 
think of giving a pension to John Bowyer’s widow. 
He had no rich and powerful connecuons, and he || 
was a poor private soldier. 

The case before us addresses itself to our feelings || 
because this distinguished officer was a relative of 
a distinguished statesman, for whom no man in | 
the world can hav higher regard than | have; but 
if-it did not come so near to us, no one here would | 
think of granting a pension to the widow and chil- 
dren of Colonel Dix. 

The law would have given a pension to his || 
widow if he had died in battle, or if he had died | 
on his way home, from disease contacted in the | 
service, but there is no substantial claim of this 
kind here. If you grant this pension, you will 
soon be called upon to pension the family of every | 
officer who may die in the army, for all time to | 
come. And why shall they be pensioned rather 
than the families of men in other branches of the | 


' Government in time of peace? Much better would 


it be to pension the widows of the private soldiers 
who have died in battle, or the mothers of the gal. 
lant young volunteers, the only support of their 
aged mothers, who fell gallantly fighting the battles 
of their country. The private soldier’s scanty pay 
was often divided with the wife or mother at || 
home, and at his death, for want of it, the meal- 
tub was empty, and the pot ceased to boil; but no 
one here would think of pensioning any of these | 
hunrble individuals, for the law prohibits it; and || 
if we are to be governed by the law, let it bea || 
strict and imparual law, that will reach the high || 
and the low, the weak and the strong. | 

But | am sorry to occupy so much time on this | 
subject, and particularly sorry, because there are || 
many other cases of great importance to those in- || 


prevented from being forwarded. I therefore move 
to lay the bill on the table. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Will the Senator withdraw 


his motion fora moment? I wish to say a few 


| 
words upon this matter. | 
Mr. CAMERON. If the gentleman will renew 


| 


the motion to lay on the table, | will withdraw 
it. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, I dislike to 


| way to the United States, no one, | 
|| would dispute the just and equitable claim of jig 


_ 

Feb. 15, 
to my feelings, but to’my sense of honesty a, 
propriety, if | were to pass by the present | ! 
without saying a few words. [ do not jn oe 
the motives of gentlemen who are opposed - 
because there is no middle ground between oy, * 
sition and support. 1 have no position to ike nm 
one in support of the bill, and I take tha E 
from a sense of justice to the descendants ort 

the representatives of Colonel Dix. [ need so 
nothing in commendation of that gallant Office 

Sir, his services were his highest eulogium, He 


ty and 


t POSiUOn 


/ was a soldier, an officer, and a gentleman, His 


death arose from the circumstance of his renderine 
service to his country, and that service connected 
immediately with the Mexican war. [ think no 


question as to the justice of the claim of his widow 


| to a pension should have arisen. He had not 


returned to his home. He was detained Upon 
duty. In the discharge of that duty, connected 
with and inseparable from the Mexican way. ~ 
deceased. If he had fallen in battle, or on hig 


presume, 


representatives toa pension. The compact made 
by the United States with its soldiers did not cease 
till they had returned to their homes. Ifa soldier 
deceased on the way to the United States, or to 
his home, the Government had _ not dissolved the 
connection, because they were to be marched to 
their homes and discharged. 

Now, Colonel Dix had not been discharged pre- 
vious to hig death; he was in the service of the 
country at the time of his decease; he had not 
reached home, because he had been detained by 
his duties, growing out of and connected with the 
Mexican war; he was engaged in the discharge of 


, those duties when he was, unfortunately for his 


family and his country, struck down by the shaft 
of death. Consequently, the compact between him 


_and his Government was not dissolved; and, there. 

fore, it is clear that his representatives are entitled, 
| according to a just interpretation of the law, leay- 
| ing all idea of liberality and generosity out of the 


question, toa pension. It seems to me that there 


| cannot be any difference of opinion in relation 


to this point, when gentlemen come calmly to 


consider and weigh all the circumstances of the 


case. 
Sir, it is not begause of his rank, or the circum- 
stance that he has left an illustrious name behind 


| him, that I would support the claim of his heirs 
| In preference to the heigs of the humblest soldier 


that had a place in the ranks of our gallant army, 
The honorable gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 


| Warker] said that he could not consent to the 
extension of our pension laws; that he thought it 


would be deleterious in influence and wrong in 


| principle to extend their benefits to the exalted 


unless the humble should also be permitted to share 


in their blessings. Sir, if every one of the forty 


thousand men who served so faithfully and fought 
so gallantly in Mexico had perished on their way 
home, I would have voted a pension to every wid- 


| Ow or every orphan left as a representative of any 


of those soldiers, even though it should have in- 


| volved this nation for ten years, and been a draught 


upon our revenue for many years to come. Iltis 


| not the condition or station of the individual that 
| will regulate my action, but simply the question 
| as to the justice or injustice of granting this pen- 
/sion. I would grant it; and why? Because the 


person in whose behalf this claim was made, or 


| upon whose merits the claim is based, died in ser- 
|| vice immediately connected with the war, and no 


question as to the justness of the claim could have 
arisen had he fallen in the field of battle. 
It is impossible to separate these two phases of 


| the question. Colonel Dix died in the service of 


his country, in the war with Mexico, just as clearly 
as if he had been struck down by disease contracted 
within the boundaries of that country, or slain 
upon the battle-field. This is not a special case 
But if it were to extend a general principle to anal- 
ogous cases, | would at once support it, and | 
would not hesitate. If weare to look for prece- 
dents, we shall find some of days gone by that 
would not be very worthy of imitation; but if it be 
necessary to create a precedent, I would do it when 
justice and right demand it, without reference to 
any precedents before it. This being guided by 
precedents will do very well in courts of judica- 
ture. It is very well that judges should be regu- 
lated in their decisions in relation to matters that 
have been ascertained and fixed by precedents. 
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But I understand that the object of legislation is to 





remedy evils to which the law does not extend, | 


and where equity and justice appeal to the judg- 
ment of legislators. 
pill, and I shall do so from a sense of justice to the 


representatives of this individual, because it was 


‘ the discharge of his duties connected with the , 


Mexican war that he deceased; and I cannot for 
one moment believe that it will work injustice to 
the nation to do justice to the representatives of 
this individual, who perished in the service of his 
(our. President, I would go further. If now, in 
time of peace, an officer were ordered upon ex- 
traordinary service, and in the performance of that 
service were to die, | would vote to pension his 
family, equally as if he had fallen upon the field 
of battle. Ll would mete out justice according to 
right. There is no danger of bankruptcy to the 
treasury from the granting of this pension ; for 
erhaps a case similar to this does not exist in the 
Liasery of the army of the present day. For these 
reasons I shall vote .for this bill, and I shall vote 
for every similar claim that can ever be presented 
to this body; and then I shall have only acquitted 
myself of a conviction pf duty that rests upon my 
mind, that we should do justice under all circum- 
stances, both to the exalted and the humble. I 
will now renew the motion to lay the bill upon the 
table, which the Senator from Pennsylvania so 
courteously withdrew at my request. 

The motion to lay on the table was then agreed 
to by the following vote: 


YEAS — Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Begrien, Bradbury, 
Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Corwiff, Davis of Massa- 


chusetts, Dayton, Fitzpatrick, Hale, Hunter, King, Mason, | 


Metcalfe, Pearce, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, Upham, 
Walker, and Yulee—24. 

NAYS— Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Borland, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Downs, 
Felch, Foote, Greene, Haunegan, Houston, Johnson of Lou- 


isiana, Jones, Miller, Phelps, Sturgeon, Webster, and West- | 


cott—22. 
WILLIAM A. SLACUM. 

The Senate took up the bill for the relief of the 
personal representatives of William A. Slacum, 
deceased. 

The House having nonconcurred in the amend- 
ment of the Senate to this bill— 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the Senate insist 
on their amendment, and the motion having been 
agreed to, it was 

Ordered, That a Committee of Conference be appointed, 
the appointinent to be made by the Chair. 


A. C. BRYAN AND OTHERS. 


Mr. METCALFE moved to postpone the prior || 
orders, and to take up the bill for the relief of A. C. | 
Bryan and others; which was decided in the neg- | 


ative. 
JOHN P. BALDWIN. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the bill for the 
relief of J. P. Baldwin. 


On motion of Mr. BRADBURY, the bill was 
laid on the table. 


COLONEL WILLIAM GRAYSON. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the bill for the 


relief of the legal representatives of Colonel Wil- | 


liam Grayson. 


On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the bill was laid 
on the table. 


HOUSE BILLS. 


The Senate then proceeded to consider the fol- | 
lewing bills and resolutions; which were read a | 


third time and passed: 

A bill for the relief of George Newton; 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Young; 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Tompkins, mother 
of John Chase; 

A bill for the relief of James Glynn and others; 


A joint resolution concerning the settlement of | 


the accounts of William Speiden, purser in the 
navy of the United States; 


A joint resolution for the relief of H. M. Barney. | 


TIMOTHY P. ANDERSON. 
The Senate then proceeded to consider a bill 
authorizing the renewal of a ‘patent for the benefit 


of the widow and heirs-at-law of Timothy P. An- | 


Serson, deceased. 


The bill being under consideration as in Com- || 


mittee of the Whole— 


_ Mr. BALDWIN moved to amend the bill by } 


inserting the words “or assigns.’’ 


A discussion took place, in which Mr. WEST- 


Under these circumstances, I shall support this | 


*COTT, Mr. UNDERWOOD, Mr. DAVIS of 
Mass., Mr. DICKINSON, Mr. PHELPS, and 
Mr. BALDWIN participated. 

Mr. BADGER moved to lay the bill on the 
table, which was agreed to—ayes 20, noes 18. 

JOHN A. BRYAN. 

The joint resolution for the relief of John A. 
Bryan was considered and laid on the table—ayes 
23, noes 18. 

Mr. ATCHISON subsequently moved to take 
up this bill, in order to make it the order of the 
day for Thursday next; but the motion was de- 
cided in the negative. 

J. M. GILLIS. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the joint 
resolution for the relief of J. M. Gillis and others. 

Mr. NILES moved to lay the joint resolution 
on the table; which was decided in the negative— 
ayes 11, noes 25. 

The question being on ordering the resolution to 
be read a third time— ; 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. As the geftleman from 
Connecticut has moved to lay this resolution upon 
the table, | would be very glad if he would favor 
us with his reasons for making that motion. 

A Senator. That motion has been decidetl. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I understand that motion 
has been decided, but it was decided without our 
being furnished with the information which I de- 


sire. My object is to obtain that information now. || 
The Senator from Connecticut has doubtless rea- | 


sons that are satisfactory to his own mind why 
this joint resolution should not pass. When | have 


heard those reasons, if [ approve of them, I shall | 
vote with the Senator; consequently, I desire to | 


hear them. 

Mr. NILES. I can give my reasons in few 
words. I am opposed to the passing of any law 
that 1 cannot understand. Another reason is, that 


we are carrying out, step by step, a policy which | 


has drawn a very large sum of money from the 
treasury, in the shape Of extra allowances, on ac- 
count of this Exploring Expedition. Now, this 


was nevera part of the expedition, but it is dragged | 


in because it is presumed that it may seem to have 
some connection with it. It was in reality no part 
of the expedition. 
vice voluntarily, I suppose. It wasa service which 
he could not have been obliged to perform against 
his will, but he voluntarily performed it. It was 
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This officer performed his ser- || 


an honorary service, and probably sought for; and | 


now, ten years afterwards, because we have been 
liberal beyond all measure to others in any way 
connected with the expedition, or who have at- 
tempted to connect themselves with it, he comes 
in and expects to be paid according to the same 
liberal rule. 
|| Mr. MILLER. 
lowance, I believe it is two dollars aday. ‘The 
report states that he acted under orders of the Navy 


having connection with the Exploring Expedition, 
| and it is highly proper, [ think, that an officer on 
service ashore, under the direction of the Navy 


performed services at sea. It appears that he per- 
formed extra services, and for those services he is 
|| clearly entitled to compensation. 


The bill was reported to ghe Senate without | 
‘| amendment, was ordered to a third reading, and | 


| 


|| read a third time. — ' 
The question being upon its passage, the yeas 


| joint resolution was passed without a division. 
| On motion, the Senate then adjourned. . 


HOUSE-OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| Tuourspay, February 15, 1849. 

|| ‘TheJournal of yesterday was read and appreved. 
| On motion of Mr. FRENCH, it was 


Ordered, That leave be grauted to withdraw from the files 
i| of the House the petition and papers of John Young. 


Mr. DARLING asked leave to introduce a bill 
|| of which previous notice had been given, entitled 
|| ** An act supplementary to an act for the relief of 





} 


| 

‘| J. P. B. Gratiot, and the legal representatives of 
|| Henry Gratiot: objected to. 

| On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Penn., it was 
| Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
| of the House the petition and papeis of Catharine Abel. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Georgia, it was 


| Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
\ of the House the petition aud papers of Wesley Leake. 


and nays were asked and refused, and then the | 


With regard to the extra al- | 


Department, should be paid as well as those who | 


_ 5a 


A message was received from the Senate, inform- 
ing the House that the Senate had passed the fol- 
lowing resolution, in which the Senate requested 
the concurrence of the House, viz: 


Resolved, ‘That a committee of one member be appointed 
on the part of the Senate to join a committee of two mem- 
bers on the part of the House of Representatives, to wait 
upon Zachary Taylor, of Louisiana, and inform him that he 
has been duly elected President of the United States for 
four years, to commence on the fourth day of March, inty ; 
and also, to wait upon Millard Fillmore, of New York, and 
inform him that he has been duly elected Vice President ot 
Uie United States for four years, to commence on the fourth 
day of March, 1549. 


And also, requesting of the House of Represent- 


, atives the return of the bill from the Senate ‘to 


grant the right of way across the publicslands, and 


_ to dispose of said land in aid of the several States 
in the construction of railroads and canals.’’ 


Mr. ASHMUN inquired what was the regular 
order of business? 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL rose (he said) to a 
privileged question. 

The SPEAKER, (in reply to Mr. Asumun.) 
The call of committees for reports until the House 
Zo into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. This day being Thursday, is set apart by 
the rule for calling over the calendar of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union—that 
bills to which no objection is made may be acted 
| upon, 

Mr. ASHMUN. 
| business. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania|Mr.J.R. incensoxt] rises to a privileged 
| question. 

Mr. INGERSOLL offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the Clerk, under the supervision of the 
| Committee on Accounts, pay to the witnesses who appeared 
before the Committee on the Judiciary, in the matter con 
| cerning Judge Conkling, ot New York, out of the contingent 
| fund ot this Houge, such per diem and mileage compensation 
| as they may be legally and justly entitled to; and that he 
also pay to the clerk to said committee the per diem compen- 
sation usually allowed for similar services. 

Mr. WHITE asked leave to move that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill to release George 
R. Ward, of the city of New York, from his respon- 
sibility as surety to the Government. It was an 
| exceedingly hard case, (he said,) and one which 
| the House would not probably be able to reach 
upon the private calendar. He therefore asked 
that the committee be discharged from the further 


I call for the regular order of 


| upon its passage. 

| Mr. ASHMUN said he called for the regular 
| order of business, because he knew that if one 
| proposition of this kind were entertained, there 
would be applications for a dozen others. The 
gentleman could not, in this way, aceomplish any 
purpose he desired. The House would not select 


|| one bill from the private calendar in preterence to 
| Department, in a service that was considered as || 


all the others. He would yield anything to the 
gentleman from New York that he would to any- 
body else. He therefore insisted upon his motion, 
but would modify it, so as to provide that the 
| Speaker should proceed to call the committees for 
report® for one hour. - 


| The SPEAKER. The House may insist on 


the regular order of businees, which will be the 

| reception of reports. ‘The first business in order 

| is the report made from the Committee on Rules 

and Orders by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 

Coss.]} 

| ~ Mr. COBB. 

| it now. 

| Mr. GOGGIN rose (he said) to a privileged 
question; and on his motion, by general consent, 





I hope the Flouse will dispose of 


the letter of the Postmaster General, transmitting 
copies of abstracts of offers for carrying the mails, 
of contracts made for the transportation of the 
mails, of statements of such land ané water mails 

| established or‘ordered, a report of additional aliow- 
ances made to the contractors, and a report of cur- 
tailments of mail service, and report of fines im- 
posed and deductions made from the pay of the 
contractors, within the fiscal yearending 30th June, 
1848, was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


CONTINGENT APPROPRIATIONS, 


The proposed new rule reported by Mr. Cosn 
was then read, as follows: 





It shall wot be in order to consider or act u any or- 
der, resolution, or motion, whereby it is to create a 
chargé upou the contingent fund of the » OF dispose of 


| considerauon of the bill, that it might now be put 
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any portion of the same, except in cases of printing, until the 


same bas been considered and reported on by the Commit. 
tee on Accounts; and all such propositions shall, on their 
introduction, be referred, by virtue of Uhis rule, to said com- 


mittee; Hor shall a motion to suspend this rale be entertained | 


except by unanimous consent.” 

Mr. KAUFMAN, observing that this rule had 
been discussed at some length at a previous stage 
of the session, that he believed it to bea very im- 
portant one and that it had been unanimously 


reported by the Committee on Rules, moved the | 


previous question. 


Mr. FICKLIN asked for the reading of the | 


rule, which was again read, no objection being 
made. 

Mr. KAUFMAN called fer tellers on seconding 
the previous question, who were ordered, viz: Nr. 
Kaurman and Mr. Evans, of Maryland, who (the 
question baving been taken) reported ayes 72, noes 
53—a second, 

‘The main question was ordered. 

Mr. HUDSON and Mr. ASHMUN rose simul- 
tancously, and moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table, the latter gentleman remarking, that 
the rule, if adopted, would put the House under 
the control of any one membe r. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; 
and being taken, were—yeas 58, nays 79. 

So the proposed rule was laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, inquired of the 
Chair whether it would now be in order to move 
that the Hlouse resolve itself into Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
Mr. VINTON rose, he said, to a privileged 


question. He moved that the House proceed to | 


the consideration of the motion heretofore made 
by him to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
providing for the organization ofa new department 
of the Government, to be called the Department of 
the Interior, had been ordered to be engrossed. 
The SPEAKER said that motion would take 


wecedence over the motion to go into Committee 


of the Whole on.the state of the Union. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said he believed that 


the motion which he was about to make would 
have precedence over either of the other motions. 
A message had been received from the Senate re- 
questing the House to return to that body the bill 


heretofore sent to this House, granting the right | 


of way across the public lands, &c. lt was usual 
to respond promptly to a message of that kind. 
Hie trusted that it would be acted upon at once, 
and that the House, in conformity to the universal 
practice of both bodies, would return the bill. He 
understood that a message, such as he spoke of, 
had been received from the Senate this morning. 


Mr. VINTON said he would give notice, that 


when the motion to reconsider had been disposed 
of, he should move that the House proceed to the 
consideration of business on the Speaker’s table, 
which would bring up the message referred to by 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Coss.] It could 
then be acted upon. = 

Mr. COBB. tt would not be reached in time. 


There certainly could be no objection to gly 


with the request nade by the Senate. It wOuld be 
a violation of the universal practice on the part of 
both Houses to do so. And he believed, that ac- 


cording to parliamentary usage, this question had | 


precedence, 


The SPEAKER said that the motion to recon- 
sider would take preeedence over all other metons, | 


except a motion to adfourn. According to par- 


liamentary courtesy, however, this message should 


be acted upon first. If no objection was made, 


the House would therefore proceed to the consid- | 


eration of that message. 

No objection having been made— 

The message from the Senate requesting that the 
said bill might be returned to that body, was read. 


Mr. COBB,moved that the bill be returned to the | 


Senate. 

Mr. BRODHEAD rose to a question of order. 
Courtesy, he said, required that this bill should be 
returned; but the particular time when that cour- 
tesy should be exercised, was another question. 
When this bill was under consideration the other 
day, he had obtained the floor, and the hour being 
late, he had yielded to a motion to adjourn, He 
took it, therefore, that the bill was now before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. No, sir; the bill is not before 
the House. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 1 should like to give ita’ 
black eye before it goes. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question is on returning 
the bill to the Senate. 
And the House having ordered that the bill 

should be returned, it was ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Vinton, to reconsider the vote by which the | 

bill to provide for the organization of an Interior 

Department had been ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. HUNT urged Mr. Vinton to waive his 


motion for half an hour, so that the committees 


might be called for reports. 


Mr. VINTON said he had not made the motion 


because he was himself desirous to reconsider the 
vote, but for the purpose of giving to gentlemen 
who had doubts about the bill time to examine it, 
and see if there were any defects in the details. 
He did not propose to go into debate. And he 
hoped, now that gentlemen had had an opportu- 
nity to examjne the bill, that they were satisfied 
that it was perfect as it could be. 

Mr. STEPHENS, remarking (as the reporter 
understood) that he supposed every gentleman 
had made up his mind, moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; and 
being taken, were—yeas 103, nays 79. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

‘The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Jounson, of Arkansas. Pending which, 

At the suggestion of Mr. FARKELLY, by gen- 
eral consent, 

‘The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

1. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting, incompliance with the resolution of the House 
of the 20th December last, ** An estimate of the 
value of the public property, including the soil on 
Governor’s island, in the harbor of New York;’’ 
and also reports from the headquarters of the 
army, the Engineer’s office, and Ordnance bureau, 


on the subject of “ ceding the said island, and so | 
much of the public peeny as cannot be moyed, | 


to the city of New York;”’ which letters and re- 
ports were laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Il. A letter from the Commissioner of Patents, 
transmitting, in compliance with the act of Con- 
gress of March 3, 1837, his annual report; which 
letter and report were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER again announced the motion of 
Mr. Jounson. 

Mr. VINTON inquired if it would be in order 
to move to proceed to business on the Speaker’s 
table ? 

The SPEAKER replied that it could only be 
done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the orders of 
the day, and objected to all other business. 

Tho SPEAKER stated that the question was 
now on going into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, for the purpose of calling the 
general calendar. If that motion did not prevail, 
after thirty-five minutes more it would be in order 
to proceed to business on the Speaker’s table. 

The question wagthen taken, and the motion to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union was rejected. 


On motion of Mr: SMITH, of Connecticut, it - 
|| was opportunity given not only for amendments, 


was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Rules be discharged from || 
the further consideration of the proposition to amend the |) 


25th rule of the House, introduced on the 15th January last, 
and referred to that committee by Mr. Panrrey ; and that 
said proposed amendment be laid on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- 
mittee on Rules, reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That so much of the 34th rule as provides that | 
“when debate is closed by order of the House, any member 


| demanded the previous question. 


thought the resofution cut off the o 


| which he would renew it. 


| mate in any degree the business before it. 
The question then recurred on the motion of | 


TO 


Feb. 15, 
ring the residue of the present week and the 
of the next week, and would be suspende: 
during the last week of the session. 
ment, the suspension of this rule was absolute 
necessary in order to enable the House to cons... 


Whole 
! only 
In his jude. 


consum. 
He dig 
[VeStion 
he therefore 


not suppose that any discussion of the ¢ 
was necessary upon this occasion; 


Mr. McCLELLAND said he hoped the ven 


. tle. 
man from Connecticut would extend the time 


He 


) _~ 1 Pportanity for 
five minutes’ discussion too soon. 


Mr. SMITH. It only cuts it off for th 
week of the session. 

Mr. McCLELLAND. All the genera! appro. 
priation bilis have to come in from the Senate yet 

Mr. SCHENCK appealed to Mr. Suiru to with- 
draw the demand for the previous question 
marking that he wished to say ten words, 


e lage 


TH. 
after 


Mr. SMITH accordingly withdrew the mot 
for the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he regretted to be oblized 
to differ from the gentleman from Connecticut 
who reported this resolution; he desired, therefgre, 
to say that he was opposed to this five minutes 
rule altogether when it was first proposed. Sines 
that time, watching its operation, he had come to 
the conclusion that it was the only sensible rule 
which they had. It was the only rule which thus 
far had secured any debate upon subjects Jeziti- 
mately before the House. They took up, for in- 


ion 


/ Stance, the general appropriation bill; they had 


two or three speeches about slavery or something 
else, and then resolution was passed to terminate 
the debate which of necessity cut off all debate 
upon the bill, (because there had been no debate 
upon the bill,) and then, under the five minutes 
rule, they got a little debate upon the subject before 
the committee. This had been the regular, con- 
tinual operation of the rule, which, although there 
might have been some abuses of it, he nevertheless 
thought was the only rule that had secured legiti- 
mate debate in this House. 

At the close of the last session, this rule had 
been suspended—and why? Because a state of 
facts existed then which did not now exist. The 
appropriation bills had not then been passed, and 
it was thought necessary, in order to secure their 
passage, that the rule should be suspended. He 
doubted the propriety of suspending it then, even 
on that account; but now he saw no necessity 


| whatever for it, inasmuch as no such exigency 


existed, and because it was the only rule which 
helped the good and prevented mischief by en- 
abling the House to understand what it had before 
it. Now, just at the close of the session, as no 
man better knew than the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, all the deviltry that was done was accom 
plished, and they wanted this five minutes rule 
more during the last week of the session than at 
any other time. This was just the time when gen- 
tlemen should be on the watch to expose the various 


| propositions Which came in at the last hour, and 


were forced through because no one was permitted 


| to rise in his place and direct the attention of the 
| House to their character, unless this five minutes 


| rule wasin operation. He did not know any par- 


ticular bill which required this rale to be suspended 


now. He knew there were a great many import 


ant subjects still to be acted upon, and unless there 


but for explanation of the amertdments—unle 
gentlemen were permitted to direct the attention of 


the House to what was sought to be done under 


the cover of these important measures, a great deal 


| of mischief would be done, and a great deal of 
/good would be omitted. He would, therefore, 
rather suspend this five minutes rule during the 


shall be allowed in committee five minutes to explain any |) 


amendment be may offer,” be, from and after the 25th day 


of February instant, saspended during the residue of the | 


session, 


Mr. SMITH said it would be recollected by the | 


House that, at the last session, a resolution of this 
character was passed, suspending the “ five min- | 
utes rule,’’ as it was called, during the few last 
days of the session. He thought there were re-- 


maining eight days of the session at the time the | t 
order was passed suspending the rule. This reso- || this was the day set apart for calling the calendar 


lution proposed to suspend the rule during the last | 
week of the session: it would remain in force du- 


! 


| previous part, than during the last week of the 


session. . 

In accordance with his pledge, he renewed the 
mouon for the previous question. re * 

Mr. JENKINS moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, and demanded the yeas and nays. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and having 
been taken, were—yeas 105, nays 76. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he wished 
to call the attention of the House to the fact that 


of the Committee of the*Waole on the state of the 
Union, for such bills as were mot objected to. 
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1849. T 


CT 


a done this session. ' , 
"He moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
for that purpose. : 

The motion was rejected. 

CALL OF THE PREVIOUS QUESTION. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Rules, reported the following as an amendment 
+o the 26th rule, viz: 

" afer the word established,” in the sixth line thereof, 
ot “and it shall not be in order to move the previous 
estion on the same day when offered.” 

Mr. JENKINS moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out all after the word “and,” 
and inserting— 

jr shall be in order to move the previous question when 

sorod: and if sustained, the resolution shall lie over to the 
SS day, when it shall have preference over all other busi- 
a yfer reading the Journal; and shall then be disposed 
of by reverence or otherwise. 

Mr. JENKINS said he was opposed to the pro- 
aosed rule. There was no way in which resolu- 
sons could be aeted upon without a two-thirds 
yote, unless the previous question was moved and 
seconded when they were introduced.’ They all 
knew that the difficulties of introducing resolutions 


is 


qu 
qu 


as not done now, it could not be, and would 


were suiliciently numerous now, without adding | 


soy new ones to those which already existed. 

Vben a resolution was introduced, what would 
be the course of proceedure if this rule were 
adopted? It would be immediately objected to, 
when it must lie over under the rules, and could 
not ever thereafter be brought up, unless two- 
thirds of the House should come forward to sus- 
tain it. 

Now, was it the design of this House—was it 
the design of any gentleman of the House—that 
every member should be excluded from introdu- 
cing resolutions, unless there was a majority of 
two-thirds to rise in favor of them? He insisted 
that this was not the case—that it would be the 


object of the House to facilitate the means of ad- , 


dressing the House by resolutions, in order that 
genilemen might be enabled to bring to the action 
of the House measures which were deman ‘ed by 
their constituents, and by the public good. No 
oceasion could be found when there would not be 


some one gentleman who would-object to any res- | 


olation which might be proposed, and the very 


moment the objection was made a majority of two- 
| 


Wurds must be obtained, or the resoluuon could || 


vever be brought up again. He asserted that this 
rule of reqfttiring for everything a two-thirds vote 
was not serviceable to legislation; that they ought 
to have a free opportunity to bring forward meas- 
ures for the-action of the House, when a majority 
of the House were in favor of them. 

The only substantial objection which had been 


fre was, that when the previous question was 
taled immediately upon the introduction of reso- 
luuons, gentlemen were compelled to vote without 
understanding the subject on which they were 


actig. His amendment obviated that objection, | 


by simply providing that when resolutions were 
iwiroduced, dnd the previous question was called 


and sustained, the resolutions should lie over until || 


the next morning, in order to afford members an 
opportunity to see what .they contained, and to 
vole intelligently upon them, at which time they 
should be the first business in order. 

And he averred that not a single member could 
rs and make any objection, except that which he 
lr, J.) had suggested, namely, that the House 
*as often compelled to vote upon resolutions with- 
ul suflicient consideration and knowledge of their 
contents. By allowing the resolutions to lie over 
0 the next day, if the previous question was 
called, an opportunity was given to members to 
‘amine them in all their parts, and see whether 
they should be adopted or not; and by this means 
could vote intelligently. He submitted that 
‘us rule in relation to a two-thirds vote did not 
ncilitate legislation. Sufficient time was taken up 
“ery Monday in disposing of motions to suspend 
“Ne rules by two-thirds votes, on Some propositions, 
© chable the propesitions themselves to be disposed 
“!. He declared, that for the last four years, as 


a time had been consumed in motions to sus- 
pen 


“ispose of the subjects themselves. 


“sted that the amendment he had roposed to the 
‘mendment of the Committee on Rules should be 





the rules as would have been required to | 
And he in- | 


~~ 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, briefly opposed the 
amendment and the amendment to the amendment, 
and moved that the whole subject.be laid on the 
table. , ; 

But Mr. E. withdrew the motion at the request 
of— 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, and on his pledge of 

renewal. 
e Mr. S. briefly explained, and vindicated the 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Rules. 
He had never (he said) seen an instance in which 
the House had been forced to a vote on a resolu- 
tion under the previous question where any bene- 
ficial result had been answered. le believed that 
the adoption of the amendment would obviate the 
difficulty which every gentleman had experienced, 
and that no injury could result from it. 

In accordance with his promise, he renewed the 
motion to lay the subject on the table. 

And the question was taken thereon, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 30, noes not counted, 

So the subject was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the amendment— 

Mr. ROOT spoke brietly in opposition to the 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Rules. 
He argued that the House never could be brought 
to pass any proposition under the previous ques- 
tion, unless a majority willed it. He therefore saw 
no hardship in the case. He hoped that so long 
as the House professed to act openly, and to vote 
by yeas and nays, so that the country might see 
what was done, and how they acted upon any 
yroposition, the power of a majority to vote upon 
it would be retained. That right would be aban- 
doned by the adoption of this proposition. 

Mr. VINTON rose (he said) to a privileged 
question. For the purpose of bringing the House 
to a vote on the bill ordered to be engrossed the 
other day, (i. e. the bill to organize an Interior 
Department,) he moved that the Hlouse proceed to 
the consideration of the business on the Speaker’s 
table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called -for the orders of 
the day, (which was the business on the Speaker’s 
table.) 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Vinton, and (by ayes 83, noes not counted) was 
agreed to. 


So the House proceeded to the consideration of | 


business on the Speaker’s table. 

When the resolution received this morning from 
the Senate, (given above,) to appoint a jomt com- 
mittee of the two Houses of Congress, to wait on 
the President and Vice President elect and inform 
them of their election to said offices, was read 


| and concurred in— 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 


| House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
ofered to the rule of the House as it was now in || 


on the state of the Union; which motion was not 
agreed to. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to establish certain post routes; when 
it was 

Ordered, That the said bill be laid on the table. 

STEAM PACKET COMPANY. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of 


porate the Washington, Alexandria, and George- 
town Steam Packet Company. 


The question pending being off the motion that 


the said bill be laid upon the table, (made by Mr. | 


Jones, of Tennessee, on the 10th instant)— 


lt was put, and decided in the negative—yeas | 


70, nays 106—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bird- 


sall, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, Brodhead, Wiluam G. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Catheari, Beverly L. Clarke, Howeti Cobb, 
Williamson K. W. Cobb, Collins, Faran, Ficktin, Flournoy, 
French, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, [larmanson, 
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Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston, Inge, Jenkins, ~ 


James H. Johnzon, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Kaufman, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Lefiler, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, Lynde, Maclay, McClelland, McUlernand, Mc- 
Kay, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Peck, Pttrie, Peyton, 
Phelps, Reynolds, Richardson, Richey, Rockhill, Sawyer, 
Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Charles E. 
Stuart, Thibodeaux, Robert A. Thompson, Venable, Went- 
worth, Wick, Wiley, and Wilmot—70. 

NAYS—Messers. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, 


Belcher, Blackmar, Blanchard, Botts, Boyden, Brady, Ab | 


bert G. Brown, Burt, Butler, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, 
Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crisfleld, Croweil, Cro- 
zier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eck 


ert, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, | 
Farrelly, Fisher, Freediey, Fulton, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, | 


Greeley, Gregory, Griunell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. 
Hampton, Moses Hampton, Hilliard, tsaac EB. Holmes, Elias 
B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbarf, Hudson, Munt, 
Joseph R. ingersofl, Kellogg, ‘Thomas Butler King, Daniel 
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P. King, William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Melivaine, Me 

Queen, Horace Mana, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mutlin, 
Murphy, Nelson, Newell, Outlaw. Palfrey, Pendleton, Pils 

bury, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Julins Rockwell, Jona A. 
Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Scheuck, Ste p- 
perd, Sherrill, Silvester, Stingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Tru 

man Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Tatinadge, 
Taylor, Richard W. Thompson, Join B. Thompson, ‘Tomp- 
kins, Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wallace, Warren, White, 
Wilson, and Woodward—106. 


The question recurred on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. EDWARDS moved the spy question, 
which was seconded, and, under the operation 


thereof, the bill was passed, and returned to the 
Senate. 


GENERAL NAVY REGISTER. 
The joint resolution for the purchase of copies 
of the General Navy Register, (which was, on the 


16th of January last, ordered to be read a third 
tume,) was read the third time. 


‘The question was stated on the passage of the 
said resolution. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved the previous 
question, which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered. 


_ Mr. ATKINSON moved that the joint resolu- 
tion be laid upon the table. 


And being put, it was decided in the negative: 
Ayes 69, noes 100. 


So the House refusef to lay the joint resolution 
on the table. 


The joint resolution was then passed. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved that the vote by which 
the said resolution was passed be, reconsidered, 
and also that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, which latter motion was agreed to. 


Ordered, That the Clerk request the concurrence of the 
Senate in the said reselution. 


«BOARD TO SETTLE CLAIMS. 
The bill to provide for the settlement of claims 
against the United States, (ordered on the 9th inst. 
to be read a third time,) was read the third time. 


‘The question being upon the passage of the 
bill— 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the 
previous question; which was seconded, and under 


the operation thereof, the bill was rejected, as ful- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Belcher, Birdsall, Blackmar, Blanchard, Boyden, Charles 
Brown, Burt, Cabell, Canby, Catheart, Chapman, Chipp, 
Franklin Clark, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, Dix- 
on, Garnett Dunean, Dunn, Edwards, Embree, Alexaader 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Parreily, Fisher, Fulton, Gayle, Gou, 
Greeley, Gregory, Grinneil, Haie, Harris, Henley, Henry, 
Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Munt, Charles J. figer- 
soll, Robert W. Johnson, Thomas B. King, Daniel P. King, 
Wiliam T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Lord, Lynde, Mellvaine, 
McQueen, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, M ¢, Moreliead, 
Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, Palfrey, Petrie, Reynolds, Jutiug 
Rockwell, John A, Rockwell, Roman, Rumsey, St. Joba, 
Schenck, Sherrill, Slingerland, Caleb B. Santh, ‘Truman 
Sinith, Tallmadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Richard W. Thomp- 
son, Thurs.ou, Tompkins, Vinton, Weatworth, White, Wil- 
liams, and Woodward—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barrow, Bayly, Beate, Bing- 
ham, Bocoek, Bowlin, Boyd, Brady, Bridges, Brodhead, 
Butler, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Walliamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cocke, Collins, Crozier, Cummins, Darling, Dick 
ey, Donnell, Eckert, Edsall, Paran, Featherston; & hhin, 
Flournoy, French, Fries, Goggin, Witard ?. Hail, Nathan 
K. Hall, Hammons, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, 

li, Hilliard, George 5. Houston, Hubbard, Hud- 
sou, Inge, Joseph R. Ingersoll, [verson, Jenkins, George W,. 
Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufinan, Lahm, Letiler, Lumpkin, 
McClelland, McClernand, MeKay, Job Mann, Miller, Mor- 
ris, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Outlaw, Peasiee, Peck, Penitle- 
ton, Petit, Peyton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Pollock, Preston, Put- 
nam, Rhett, Richardson, Rockhill, Root, Sawyer, Shepperd, 
Silvester, Smart, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Andrew 
Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Stroh, James Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, Robert A. Thompaon, William Thompson, 
Toombs, Van Dyke, Venable, Wallace, Warren, Wick, 
Wiley, and Wilson—9e, 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved that the vote 
by which the bill was rejected be reconsidered, and 
aiso moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


upon the table, which latter motion was agreed to. 
HOME DEPARTMENT. 
The bill to establish the Department of the Inte- 


rior, and for other purposes, (ordered on the 12th 


instant to be read a third time,) was read a third 
time. : 

And the question being on the passage of the 
bill— 


|. Mr. VINTON moved the previous question; 


th 


|| which was seconded, and under the operation there- 
of, the bill was passed by yeaa 112, nays 78, as 


follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Bar- 
row, Betcher, Blackwar, Blanchard, Beits, Boyden, Brady, 
Alpert G. Brown, Butler, Canby, Chapman, Clapp, Coeke, 
Gollamer, Conger, Cranston, @risfield, Crowell, Crozier, 
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Dickey, Dixon, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, 
Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Fiournoy, Freedicy, Fulton, Gayle , Giddings, Gott, Greeley, 
Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hamp. 
ton, Moses Hampton, Harmanson, Haskell, Henry, Hilliard, 
Elias B. Holmes, J. W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas B. 
King, Daniel P. King, La Sere, William T. Lawrence, Lin- 
coln, Maglay, Melivaine, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, 
Morehead, Mullin, Murphy, Nelson, Newell, Nicoll, Out 
law, Palfrey, Pendleton, Petrie, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, 
Reynolds, Jutius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, 
Root, Rumsey, St. Joho, Schenck, Sherrill, Rilvester, Slin- 
geriand, Caleb 8. Smith, Truman Smith, Stanton, Stephens, 
Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Tallusadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, 
Richard W. Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Thurston, 
Yompkins, Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, White, 
and Wilson-—I 12. 

NAYS—Mesers. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bird- 
gall, ocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, Buit, Cathcart, Chase, 
Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Wiiliam 
gon R. W. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, Darling, Donnell, Ed 
gall, Paran, Featherston, Ficklin, Prench, Fries, Goggin, 
Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harris, Henley, Hill, 
George 3. Houston, Inge, Iverson, Jenkins, Robert W. John- 
son, George W. Jones, Kaufinan, Lahm, Sidney Lawrence, 
Letiler, Ligon, Lumpkin, Lynde, McClelland, MeClernand, 
MceKey, MeQueen, Job Mann, Miller, Morris, Peaslee, 
Pett, Peyton, Pheips, Pilsbury, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, 
Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Shepperd, Smart, Starkweath- 
er, Clas. E. Stuart, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, 
* William Thompson, Wallace, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, 
Williams, Wilmet, and Woodward—78. 


Mr. VINTON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the saul bill was paaged, and also moved that 
that motion be laid on the table; which latter mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. PALFREY moved to amend the title of the 
bill by striking out the words ** Department of the 
Interior,” and inserting in lieu thereof ** Home 
Departinent.’”’ 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the title of the 
bill by striking ont the words “and for other pur- 
poses,”’ and insert “ to provide for the Treasury De- 
partment an .Issistant Secretary of the Treafury, and 
a Commissioner of the Customs;’’ which amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment moved 
by Mr. Patrrey, and being put, it was agreed to. 

So the bill now reads— 

“An act to establish the Home Department, 
and to provide for the Treasury Department an 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and a Cop- 
missioner of the Customs.” 

And then, at a quarter past three o’clock, the 
House adjourned. 


PETITIONS. 
The following petitions were presented under the rule, 
and referred: 


By Mr. GIDDINGS: The following petitions of ladies, 
praying Congress to abolish slavery in all places where they 
possess constitutional power to do so, and to lend the pro 
tection of law to fifteen hundred thousand females who are 
now subjected to the lawless passions of barbarous owners : 
Ann W. Willams and 71 other Indies of America; M. H. 
Mahan and 180 other ladies of Ohio; Lydia Ann Mills and 
47 other ladies of Pennsyivania; Harrf®t S. Pusey and 211 
other jadies of Elyria, Ohio; Eleanor Dicky and 73 other 
ladies OT America; Mary Canfield and 87 other ladies of 
Milford, Connecticut; BE. E. A. Staunton and 121 other la- 
dies of America; Lucy H. Speliman and L11 other tadies 
of Akron, Ohio; Elizabeth Perkins and 113 other ladies of 
Lorain county, Ohio; Laura M. Case and 81 other ladies of 
Ashtabula county, Ohio; Mary Connell and 37 other ladies 
of the United States; E. R. i. Parker and 52 other ladies 
of Dupage county, [inois; Alice Coleman aff 376 other 
ladies of [hinois; Rhoda W. Barbour and 81 other ladies of 
{iinows; Abnier Noble and 51 other ladies of Cattaraugus, 
Olio; Comfort Sprague and 90 other ladies of Townsend, 
Maine. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Jacob 8. Atwood and 
69 others, citizens of Ross county, in the State of Ohie, 
praying tor cheap postage. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 33 citizens of Cayuga 
county, New York, asking such alteration of the patent laws 
as shall better secure the rights and interests of inventors. 

By Mr. WARREN: The petition of 25 citizens of Gten- 
ham, Dutchess county, New York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. SIBLEY: The petition of Scott Campbell, pray- 
ing that Congress would restore to him a certain annuity 
and grant of land from the Sioux Indians by treaty of 1847, 
which were stricken out by the Senate on ratification of 
the treaty, 

By Mr. PEYTON: The petition of Jared Tichenor and 
others, of Ohio county, Kentucky, to abolish the franking 
privilege, and in favor of cheap postage. 

By Mr. KAUFMAN: Two petitions of citizens of Rusk 
and Smith counties, praving for the establishment of a post 
reute trom Walling’s Ferry via Bellevieu, Dr. William C. 
Lee's, and Walter’s, to Tyler county, site of Smith, in the 
State of Texas. 

By Mr. LYNDE: Sundry petitions from citizens of Rock 
and Walworth counties, Wisconsin, for the establishment 
of a post route from Geneva, in Walworth county, to Beloit, 
in Rock county. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The petition of H. N. 
Curtis and 159 other citizens of Monroe county, New York, 
complaining of the free use of valuable labor-saving ma- 
chines in the adjoining provinces, which have been patented 


in the United States; and praying for the passage of a law || 
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dered to a second reading; and the report was 
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that will effectually check or suppress the product of such | 
machine’ of American invention as are not patented in the 
provinces. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Richard Stad- || 
den, of La Salle county, [linois, for additional compensa- 
tion to the volunteers in the late Mexican war. 


which those citizens of the United States seat 
fore died, or may hereafter die in Reson tn heretn. 
nently interred. a 
Resolved, That the President be, and he is 
rized to use, out of any money in the treasur 
appropriated, the sum of ten thousand dollar 
| and improving any ground which may be ced 
| tothe Government of the United States fur th 
' 
| 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 16, 1849. || 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senfte 
a communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, of | 
the 8th instant, containing copies of despatches re- | 
lating to the naval and military operations in Cali- 
fornia; which was laid on the table, and ordered to | 
be printed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BREESE presented a petition from citizens 
of Westchester county, Illinois, praying for the 
establishment of military convoys to California; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial from 
some hundred citizens of Lllinois, praying for the 
establishment of a marine hospital at Rock Island, 
in the Mississippi river, and for the sale of the pub- 
lic lands on the island, and their appropriation to 
that object; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented two memorials from 
citizens of Illinois of similar import; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from citizens 
of New Jersey, praying for the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia, the | 
question of reeeption of which was raised, and the 
motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. NILES presented a petition signed by some 
thousand citizens of New York, praying for a re- 
duction of the rates of postage, &c.; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented acom- 
munication frome the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, at Boston, in relation to the coast 
survey; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial from 
the Legislature of the State of Missouri, asking | 
that the inundated lands in the southeast portion of 
that State, and the northwest portion of Arkansas, 
be ceded to the State of Missouri, on condition that 
they be reclaimed by that State; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, presented a me- 
morial from J. N. Rogers, praying for an invest- 
gation of the wrongs some of the Cherokees have 
suffered from others, through the agency of the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the memorial was 
referred to a select committee, to consist of five 
Senators, and to be appointed by the Chair. 

And Messrs. Jounson of Georgia, Bei, Breese, 
Puecps, and Arcuison were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, leave was given | 
to the executor to withdraw the papers in the case | 
of George Evans, deceased, from the files of the 
Senate. 


tioned in the preceding resolution, 







RESOLUTIONS, 

Mr. FELCH submitted the following 
which was considered and agreed to: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increas 
amount appropriated annually forthe civilization of [na 
by an act of Congress approved 3d Mareh, 1819, to $50.06 
instead of $10,000, as provided by said act. ee 

Mr. HALE submitted the following resolutions 
which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That on Thursday next, when the Senate ta 

| up the calendar of private bills, those bills to the passase 
which no objection shall then be made, shall be first co 
sidered and disposed of.”? , ; 
PRINTING A DOCUMENT. 

Mr. ATCHISON called the attention of 4), 
Senate to an order made some days since, to pring 
a communication from the Secretary of War, rela. 
tive to the Cherokee Indians. He now moved y 
modify that order so as to exclude a portion 9 
that communication, which had already been print 
ed in a pamphlet of three hundred pages. 

The motion was agreed to. 

A bill from the House for the relief of the heirs 
of Francis Vigo was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 
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HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. DOWNS moved to postpone the prior or. 
ders, and.to take up the following order moved by 
him some days since: 

Ordered, That alter the present week, the daily hour of 
meeting shall be eleven o’clock. 

Mr. DOWNS asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

After some remarks from Mr. BRADBUR 
and Mr. DOWNS, the question was taken, and 
decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bell, Breese, Clarke, Davis o 
Massachusetts, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Fi 
verald, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, 
Jehneen of Louisiana, Jones, King, Metcalfe, Niles, Ru 
Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Walker, 
Westeott—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Ber 
rien, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Butier, Calhoun, Corwin 

| Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Jobn- 
son of Georgia, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Phelps, Tames, 
Upham, and Yulee—24. 

Mr. BADGER moved to amend the order, by 
striking out the word * present,’’ and inserting in 
lieu thereof the word ** next,’’soas to read “after 
the next week.”’ : : 

After some discussion, in which Mr. BADGER, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr. BERRIEN, 
Mr. DOUGLAS, Mr. DOWNS, and Mr. NILES 
took part, the amendment was agreed to—ayes 25, 
noes 23. | 

_” Mr. HALE moved to lay the resolution and 
amendment on the table; which was decided in the 
negative—ayes 20, noes 24. 
| Mr. FOOTE moved to amend the order by 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. | striking out the word “after” and the word‘‘week, 
- . “ies .__ | and making it read “ after Monday next.” 
Mr. BALDWJ, from the Committee on Claims,| Mr. BADGER moved to amend the amendment, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Joseph | by inserting after the word ** Monday” the word 










































M. Farrow for a pension; and the report was Or- || «week. ” 
dered to be printed. | : y ed to lay the order on 
Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Claims, | oes. reer or ¥ 


reported a bill for the relief of Guier& McLaughlin; 

which was read, and ordered to a second reading | 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Public 

Lands, reported a bill; which was read, and or- | 


—inw. 


Mr. FOOTE asked for the yeas and nays on 
this motion, and they were ordered. 3 

The question was then taken, and decided as 
follows: “9 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Ber 
rien, Borland, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, = 
Dayton, Dickinson, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Johnson 
Georgia, Mangum, Mason, Metcalfe, Miller, Pearce,,Phelp 
Turney, Upham, and Walker—26. 

NAYS—Messps. Atherton, Bell, Bradbury, Breese, Clarke, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dix, Do 
of Iowa, Doughs, Downs, Felch, Fitzgerald, Fitapatrieh 
Foote, Greene, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Jones, tt 
' Niles, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, U 
and Westcott—27. 

So the motion was rejected. 


Mr. HALE made a question of order, contend: 
ing that it was not competent for any Senator @ 


ordered to be printed. 
BILL ON LEAVE. 


Mr. WALKER asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bil making an appropriation in money | 
for the improvement of the harbor of Port Wash- 
ington, on Lake Michigan; which»was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


BURIAL GROUND FOR SOLDIERS. i 
Mr. UNDERWOOD asked and obtained leave | 


a o ee meee which was read @ | rove ta strike out words which the Senate 

, : : | just decided to insert. 

Resolved, §c., That the President be requested, by nego- iJ . the 
tiation with the Government of Mexico, to secure a suitable | The CHAIR decided that the amendment — 
burying-ground in the vicinity of the cities of Mexico, in }| Senator from Mississippi did not strike ou 
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